Catalina Bighorn Sheep Meeting
June 14, 2012

Attendance: AZGFD: Ben Brochu, Martin Guerena, John Mc Gehee, Joe Sacco, Raul Vega, AZ
Wilderness Coalition Matt Scroch; Sky Island Alliance, Jenny Neeley; Serra Qub Grand Canyon
Chapter, Sandy Bahr; Animal Welfare Institute, D.J Schubert; The Wilderness Society, Mike
Quigley; Coalition for Sonoran Desert Protection Carolyn Campbell; Animal Defense League of
Arizona, Sephanie Nichols-Young; Center for Biological Diversity, Randy Serraglio; Tucson
Audubon Sodiety, Ghris McVee

Raul Vega welcomed the group and spoke about how thisis a new approach to the
reintroduction process and if this succeedsit could be a model for future projects.

PowerPoint:

Ben Brochu gave a PowerPoint presentation on the reintroduction of Bighorn sheep into the
Pusch Ridge Wilderness area of the Santa Catalina Mountains. The goal isto have the first
sheep relocated in November 2013. The first 30 sheep will come from Unit 43Bin the Trigo and
Chocolate Mountain ranges. Any subsequent sheep would come from the Mazatal Mountains
in Unit 22 and the Superstition Mountainsin Unit 24B. Atotal of 100 sheep are proposed for
release. If the first release should fail the project will be reevaluated to determine if it should
continue. '

Finger Rock Canyon will be first release site.

Each sheep will be fitted with a GPScollar that can transmit several locations a day and will
send a mortality signal if the sheep isno longer alive.

Mountain Lion Management Plan:

The current strategy would be to investigate a sheep mortality as quickly as possible to the
coordinates supplied by the collar to determine the cause of death. if it died due to lion
depredation then alicensed houndsman will be sent to track the offending lion and dispatch it.

How will you know which lion killed the sheep? If the houndsman gets on scene within 1to 2
days the dogs can get the scent and track the offending lion.

Will you collar lions also, and which lions would you collar? There are no plansto collar lions
at thistime. Some of the group members were concerned that if alion had a collar on it then it
could be used to find and dispatch the animal.



Need to find less invasive ways to track sheep and lions, capturing them to collar them putstoo
much stress on the animals.

New mountain lion regulations were discussed, there was opposition to muitiple bag limitson
lionsin the relocation area.

Have transplanted sheep been acdimated to lion activity?

Why risk 90-100 sheep from areas where there islittle to no lion activity (naive sheep) to an
area with high lion activity?

It was suggested to dose the Game Management Unit to lion hunting during relocation process-
not a viable option, another suggestion to close the relocation area to lion hunting until
population established and stabilized.

Why not take sheep for future transplants from same area asfirst sheep transplanted? Per
policy sheep are not transplanted from the same herd in back to back years.

There is a window of opportunity now because of the Aspen and Bullock fires have cleared
some good sheep habitat and because of high deer populationsin unit.

Firescape is a plan the U. S Forest Service isworking on to mitigate the effects of fire in the
Catalina and Rincon mountains.

Habitat Analysis, will habitat get worse if Firescape is not done?

Why not burn more habitat before transplanting? Will Finger Rock Canyon be treated before or
after release? The prevailing winds in the Catalina Mountains are from the southwest. If there
is an ignition in the Pusch Ridge Wildernessthere is a concern that the fire would be pushed

- towards Summerhaven. Frescape isdesigned to determine fire potential and then determine
mitigation measures incdluding mechanical habitat manipulation and control burns.

Firescape timeline is being determined.
Will habitat dedine without Firescape?
Firescape should be done before any sheep are relocated.

Don't trust AZGFD because of history of lion/ sheep- build more waters/ kill more lions. There
are no plansto build new water catchments, pian to maintain existing waters and springs.

Region Vistrying a different approach by having coalition involved in planning stages and
throughout the process and creating an Advisory Committee.



How can we overcome distrust of AZGFD Commission? By having some action fromthe
Commission to empower Advisory Committee.

How do we maximize the sucoess of the Committee?

Everything in the proposal is on the table and open for discussion.

The committee will stay together for at least 5 years after the sheep are transplanted.

The Director hasfinal sign off on all recommendations.

Discussed the make-up of the Advisory Committee, would like to have same membership
throughout processto maintain continuity.

Action ltems for Catalina BHSWorkgroup June 14", 2012

0

O

C 00O g

NEPA process —work with S0 office on EA or HSfor Project ~ Raul & Advisory Committee
o Needto incorporate Firescape

Research ability to have a binding agreement - Joe

Can Commission provide assurances that Advisory Committee will influence outcome? - Raul
o Good faith effort
o Canwe have MOU where there is some decision making authority?

Coalition will craft an MOU - Matt

Coalition will select members - Carolyn

Arizona Wildlife Federation — representative Glen Dickens — Joe

Estimate of time commitment — Joe, Ben, Mark

Look at press conference once ACis formed and prepared — Mark




Santa Catalina Bighorn Sheep Reintroduction Advisory

Commitiee
Meeting Date: December 12, 2012 Start Time: 6:00 PM
Meeting Place: Arizona Game and Fish Dept. Regional | gnd Time: 8:00 PM
Office 555 N Greasewood Rd, Tucson
AZ 85745
Note Taker: Agenda Prepared By: J. 8acco & M. Quigley

Attendees:

J. Sacco, R, Vega, J. Harris, M. Quigley, G. Dickens, J. Neeley, L. Corey, R. Serraglic, T. Hawkins, B.
Dolan, J. Sheehey, B. Ham, S Helin, B. Brochu, J. Heffelfinger, J. McGehee, M. Guerena

Guests:
Please Bring: Calendars to Schedule next several meetings
/ Agenda Topics Person(s) Responsible
¥ 1. Introductions 10 Minutes J. Sacce
\/ﬁ 2. Background 20 Minutes B. Brochu/d. Sacco
*/ 3. Purpose and Goals of the group 30 Minutes All
4. Break 10 Minutes All
5. How do we function? 20 Minutes All
8. Ground Rules 30 Minutes All
| 7. Set Meeting Dates. Place and Time 10 Minutes All
8.  Adjourn
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Santa Catalina Bighorn Sheep Restoration Project

12/12/12 Meeting Notes

e Group determined future pieeting Dates

o

January 22, 24, reb 7, 19 March 5

» Ben Brochu and joe 5acco provided a powerPoint presentation.

(@]

Discussion of fimiting factors
What should be priotity; restoration effort or habitat sustainability?

What is the timeline for implementing Firescape? 2014 isthe desired date but it

is unsure at this time.
s Advisory Committee would like to forward support of Firescape
No prescribed burning currently scheduled

Extinguish fires below 4500’ feet to protect saguaros. Thisis done to maintain
habitat for lesser long-nosed bats. Fire frequency in desert areas historically is

low,
Discussion on the habitat evaluation

Next meeting will focus on the habitat evaluation methodology and similar
restoration effort(s) habitat evaluation scores and results of restoration effort in

comparison to the habitat evaluation.

s  Work to determine the threshold when the habitat is suitable tosupport
a sustainable restoration effort.

e Individual Group Members Expectations:

O

Healthy and functioning eco system sheep lions and without subsidy
Expectation that it will be contentious at times and to look for compromises

Broad base of support for the project

Reguest that committee members consent on given issues and work to that
conclusion



o]

o]

Action Hems:

Process will suceeed to the degree as to why the BHS are so important.
Proximity to the 2 largest population center in the state is huge and will further
conservation awareness

Remembered the loss of the sheep; wants to work and collaborate. Forest
service will be transparent.

No reason that we shouldn’t be able to work to a successful outcome

Watchable wildlife is something the public values, Collars will ensure

Next meeting Firescape and media information will be the agenda ltems — Joe Mike and Brian

D.

Send out PowerPoint of the meeting —Ben Bo=gp 4T LLAND  ToO Tk C{CUF

¥

Forward notes ground rules and invitations for the scheduled meeting dates - Joe v

Send infermation and respond to Advisory Committee request- Joe and Ben. /

Send out the video clip from the Catalina ASP Ranger - Joe. v

- Solicitation of funding for second meeting — Joe, Ben, Mike, Brian D"

Y,

Note: 5Smb limit for some so either CDs will be sent out or another method used




Santa Catalina Bighorn Sheep Reintroduction Advisory

Committee
Meeting Date: January 22, 2013 Start Time: §:00 PM
Meeting Place: Arizona Game and Fish Dept. Regional | End Time: 8:00 PM
Office 555 N Greasewood Rd, Tucson
AZ 85748
Note Taker: Agenda Prepared By: J. 8acco, B. Dolan, M.

Quigley

Attendees:

J. Sacco, R. Vega, J. Harris, M. Quigley, G. Dickens, J. Neeley, L. Corey, R. Serraglio, T. Hawkins, B.
Dolan, J. Sheehey, B. Ham, S Helin, B. Brochu, d—HeffetfimgerJ. McGehee, M. Guerena

patle STt T Uyp el Vomessh

Guests:

Please Bring:

Lt

. Agenda Topics Person{s) Responsible
1. Introductions 10 Minutes J. Sacco
42 Review Notes, Action ltems and Ground Rules 10 Minutes J. Sacco
Y3, Firescape and Habitat Evaluation Criteria 30 Minutes B. Brochu/J. Sacce
"\,7;1._ Break 10 Minutes All
v 5. Limiting Factors Discussion 30 Minutes B. Brochu
v/ 5. Introduction to the Mountain Lion Management Plan 20 Minutes B. Brochu
\/ ’7. Parking Lot/Action ltems Review 10 Minutes All
8 Adjourn ]
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Santa Catalina Bighorn Sheep Restoration Project

Ground Rules

Be on time and end on time

Come prepared —read materials

Listen effectively and don’t interrupt

Disagree with respect for one another

Don’t get personal

Duplicity is not permitted — practice honesty and transparency

Be aware of the effect of media interactions to the integrity of the group

W N D s N e

Process to consult stake holders about media releases in advance that effect the
restoration effort advisory committee -

9. No surprises

10. Stay focused on the goal

11. Cell phenes silenced

12. Have a parking lot for tabled items
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Santa Catalina Bighorn Sheep Reintroduction Meeting Minutes January 22.2013

Joe Sacco went over notes from last meeting, and ground rules
Discussion on Media releases: does Advisory Committee want to take on media relations?
Brian Dolan, Mike Quigley, and Mark Hart will work on media releases.

Ben Brochu provided handouts on Frescape/ Habitat and Adaptive Mountain Lion Management plan
limiting factors.

The committes went over handouts, each committee member is responsible to read them hefore the
meeting on Jan. 24",

Jm Heffelfinger, Regional Game Specialist estimates that Whitetail populations in Unit 33 are highest in
state, increased dramatically due to Aspen and Bullock firesimpact. Lion populations also increase
along with the deer.

The number of lions taken out of unit 33 hasrisen each year, this may be due to new reporting
requirements, within the [ast 5 yrs., (hunters must call in within 48 hrs. and physically check in within 10
days of kill). Also easier to spot with understory burned off.

in 1996 the Forest Service issued closure orders on Pusch Ridge for dogs, and campsite restrictions
during lambing periods that are il in place

Historical lambing areas: Buster Soring above Romero Canyon and Finger Rock
Incidental sightings: bighorn sheep — no sightings in 2000-2010.

Long term movement-there are no barriers to movement between the Galiuros, Aravaipas, and Mineral
Mountain ranges.

Sheep will move to areas they think have good forage and will move to find mates

No grazing permits within Pusch Rdge Wilderness, and no goats or domestic sheep allowed in Catalinas
or Rncons.

The scores are an average of all of the blocks
Ideally the score will remain the same or increase with the relocation efforts

Is there a way to predict how the score would change with the two scenarios of doing nothing or using
firescape? This became an action item for the next meeting.

How will the habitat look with and without firescape?

Concern that the margin of error istoo narrow in determining when the bighorn sheep releaseisa
SUCoess or not.




Forest Service- No provisions in the Wilderness Act to improve habitat. Activities need to be geared
toward fuel reductions.

Bighorn sheep in mountains relates to the health of mountains. There is concern that the ecosystem
needs to be healthy and that isthe basis for when sheep are released or not. '

Questions:

What can the committee do to promote that the restoration holds the equal weight as mountain lion
management plan?

Why did sheep disappear from Pusch Rdge?
What role has climate change & invasive vegetation piayed?

Would like raw data for the habitat evaluation to show the criteria on a block by block basis for the
water, vegetation, and human encroachment and the change that fire would produce for each block
where prescribed fire could be utilized.

How much or the viable threshold will project be considered a success, 100 + sheep
Populations below 100 are more susceptible to predation

Would like to see historical numbers and previous scores both pre and post fire.
Mountain Lion Management Fan:

Adaptive management flexible

Address mountain lions if they are alimiting factor

Muitiple bag limit is on table to remove problem lions, gets sportsman involved, is proactive instead of
reactive.

Current tradition mountain lion hunting is limited to 1 lion per calendar year per hunter

Active removal- hiring a houndsman to go to sheep kill site and then track and kill offending lion, would
need to go to kill site within days of mortality signal. if past 3 daysthe lion can be difficult to trail.

What makes lion eat sheep over other prey?

it is believed that lions will eat what is available in their area.
There was an assertion that lions have an 80% mortality rate due to cannibalism or starvation
New Mexico Model: Sheep have low deer and sportsman densities- total removal approach

All sheep in first and second releases would be collared: 30 sheep each release




2 collar types: VHS- fly over, GPS continual data uploaded from satellite
Action ltems:

Map Overlay-Ben

Power Point-Joe

Read hand outs for mesting on Jan. 24

Arescape meeting

Raw Data on blocks on burn or treatment

Historical sheep, lion data

Overlay old core sheep habitat on score map



Santa Catalina Bighorn Sheep Reintroduction Advisory Committee Jan. 24,2013
Discussed hand outs from last meeting
Mountain Lion Management Han:

Question: Explain how multiple bag limit works, can each hunter kill 10 lions before hunt dose? And
how do you know when the 10 bag limit is reached?

Hunters are allowed to take 1 lion per day until the preset (10) bag limit is reached then the unit
reverts back to 1 lion per year per hunter. One hunter could kill all of the lions in the preset (10} bag
limit or 10 hunters could each kill 1 licn and the limit would be reached either way.

SQucoessful hunters have 48 hoursto call in and report their kill and 10 days to physically present
the fion for ingpection at a regional office or have a Wildlife Manager in the field check in the lion. The
unit cdlosed on the following Wednesday.

Would you only take 10 more lions over and average year? Example 18 lions were taken in 2011 plus
the 10 bag limit for atotal of 28 lions.

No, not everyone who has a tag is successful, the preset bag limit is a starting point the number
could go up or down depending on the success rates of each individual hunter. Historically multiple bag
units don't increase harvest numbers.

Had a discussion on Management Method Alternatives/ Removal
Active removal needs collared data
Management Threshold Criteria:
Recruitment rate active-stable 80 sheep threshold for years4-5
Mortality rate Trigger, is thisreal or adjustable?
When do we re evaluate to adjust plan?
Is group comfortable with both multiple bag limit & active management?
Is muitiple bag limit a deal beaker?

What is administrative removal- The Department hires a hounds man to Kill a lion that hastaken a
sheep. The value of the lion islost with this approach

Each organization seed to be thinking more broadly on what it is willing to give to make this project a
SUCOESS.

Limiting Factors: discussed limiting factors other than lions and steps being taken to offset them.




Discussed possibility of increased deer surveys- deer can be counted during both deer and javelina
SUrveys

Discussed other releases; what was earliest documented kill? Almost immediate due to lack of other
prey speciesin area.

Future agenda;
How to manitor sheep and track long term survival after collar falls off

POF of Solicitations




Santa Catalina Big Horn Sheep Reintroduction Advisory Committee Minutes February 5, 2013
Mountain lion Management:
Explained multiple bag limit for people who missed the fast meeting

How long has mandatory check in been in effect? Snoe 2007

Data going back 10 years shows no dramatic increase in lions killed when multiple bag limit isin
place and more lion tags are sold.

Sort harvest and depredation balance each other: when sport harvest increases then
depredation decreases and vice —a versa.

Administrative removal: Hounds men will need an incentive to go on Fusch Ridge Wilderness
area.

How many lions can be taken using administrative removal?

Public relations: how many lions removed using both administrative removal and sport harvest
will the public stand?

Two proposals: Close entire wilderness area to lion hunting or close only the bighorn sheep
management area.

Instead of dosing hunt structure for entire unit, close only portion of unit where the reintroduction is
taking place

What happensif you can’t dlose the unit to lion hunting?

Fund Raising Questions:

Hectronic solicitations set up by Bighorn Sheep Sodiety to accept credit card donations, is already active.
Would like to see a separate domain linked to the Advisory Committee.

Sponsor levels: Concern raised with the definition of “ Prominent Role” in news conferences & briefings.
Will sponsor have speaking role? No they will be able to stand alongside or behind speaker at the news
conferences and briefings.

Next meeting: San Helin will do presentation on Firescape in Catalinas
Action ltems;

Age Srudure for unit 33 Ben



Santa Catalina Bighorn Sheep Reintroduction Advisory

Committee
ieeting Date: February 25, 2013 Stait Time: 6:00 PM
Meeting Place: Arizona Game and Fish Dept. Redional | End Time: 8-:00 PM
Office 555 N Greasewood Rd, Tucson
AZ 85745
Note Taker: Agenda Prepared By:
Kathy Nation 4. Sacco, B. Dolan, M. Quigley

Attendees:

J. Sacco, R. Vega, J. Harris, M. Quigley, G. Dickens, J. Neelay, |.. Corey, R. Serraglio, T. Hawkins, B.
Dolan, Jd. Sheehey, B. Ham, S Helin, B. Brochu, J. Heffelfinger, J. McGehee, M. Guerena

Guests: Forest Service Staff
Please Bring: Media Release, Life Table information, Mountain Lion Management Plan
- Agenda Topics Person(s} Responsible
1. Wilderness and Fuels Planning 45 Minutes S. Helin
2.  Mountain Lion Harvest Data 10 Minutes M. Guerenasd. McGehee
3. Break 5 Minutes All
4. Mountain Lion Management Strategy Recommendation{s) 10 Minutes J. Sacco
5. Triggers and Criteria 25 Minutes B. Brochu
.-6. Media Contacts 20 Minutes M. Hart
7. Parking Lot/Action ltems Review/Commission Meeting 5 Minutes All
8. Adioumn '
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Santa Catalina Bighorn Sheep Reintroduction Advisory Committee Meeting

02/25/2013
O Jim Heffelfinger, Regional Game Specialist, apologized for the breach of ground rules by
giving an interview about the project to the media.

o The Department had several hours in meetings, emails, and phone calls working
to resolve the issue.

o All media inquiries will go through Mark Hart.

o The Department needs to revisit the ground rules and is seeking more flexibility
in dealing with information request.

o Jim conducted an interview with a media contact that he trusts and has spoken
with in the past several times about the hiking/dogs regulations in the BHS
management area of Pusch Ridge.

[l Brian Dolan recognized that these inquiries occur annually and that there should have
been more preparation.

00 Brian has a difficult time as does the Advisory Committee members of avoiding media
inquires.

1 Several members expressed concern and disappointment with the breach and now have
serious trust issues with the department.

o The largest concern was not the content of the article but that there was a release
of information when the rules were explicit.

o There is concern that there is institutional forces/culture that impedes the
Department’s ability to abide by the ground rules.

o There were differing interpretations of the ground rules

O Some found the ground rules to be abstract
[1 Some believed that the only topic that could not be discussed was the
Advisory Committee not all aspects of the project
O Others felt it was a media blackout until the Committee was comfortable
that the project would move forward
(] Why did the Department agree to something that they could not do? The ground rules
are important.

o When the ground rules were developed there was not a clear understanding of the
expectations amongst Department personnel; this is now clear.

o The Department has a policy of responding to “send cominents”; an internet
mquiry system within 3 days.

0 Game & Fish credibility was called into question

o The Department has taken steps to ensure that this will not happen in the future.

o The Department will be diligent in regaining trust.

1 Is the Advisory committee just “Window Dressing”? Is this project a done deal
regardless of what the committee decides? Will the committee have any voice?




o Department personnel reassured the Advisory Committee that they are relevant
and valued. The Committee is a new direction for the agency and there is
commitment to the process.

o Department staff has invested considerable resources to help ensure the success of
the Advisory Committee.

[ Desire to model a new process that will aid future efforts

[1 Why weren’t the committee members informed of the upcoming Commission meeting

presentation of the project?

o One of the Ground Rules is “No Surprises” however the Committee received
notification about the Commission Meeting agenda item from other groups; this
was a big surprise.

o The fact that this occurred after the article, further erodes trust

o The presentation was an Agenda Item for the 2/25/2013 Advisory Committee
meeting to be discussed. The Commission meeting announcement/agenda with
the Catalina BHS project came out prior to the Advisory Committee meeting.

o Joe Sacco apologized for the lack of timely dissemination regarding the
reintroduction effort project as a Commission Meeting Agenda Item.

o At the request of the Advisory Committee (forwarded by Brian Dolan) Raul Vega
will work to remove the agenda item from the March 8® Commission Meeting in
Sahuarita. If this is not possible the Department will provide the PowerPoint for
the Commission meeting for the Advisory Committee’s consideration and work
together to craft an acceptable presentation.

If the November 2013 release timeline isn’t met what will happen to the project?

o Currently there are two sources of sheep for transplant in Region 4 from the
Chocolate and the Trigo Mountains. If the November timeline isn’t met those
sheep could go to another area because the project could be reprioritized.

o Funding/resources could be directed towards other projects

The Department needs to continue to prepare for a November 2013 release even if it does
not happen

o Large coordination effort for resources

0 Includes securing funding for project components
0 Ordering long lead items such as collars
1 Tentatively scheduling resources for the project

o The Department is concerned that these actions will be interpreted as the
reintroduction project’s outcome being predetermined which it is not.

If the Department is unable to go forward with securing funding will the Advisory
Committee members provide resources?

o Brian Dolan and Mike Quigley had discussions about going out to the business

community and soliciting donations for the project in the future.




]

The Advisory Committee concerns and discussion are appreciated by the Department
reinforcing the seriousness of trust and how important it is to the process.
Stan Helin expressed his optimism about the synergy of the committee and hoped that the
Advisory Committee would be successful. He was impressed by the Committee’s
functionality and could see the potential for future efforts. Stan intends to use the
Committee as a model for other projects including the Redington Pass planning effort.
o Stan asked that the Advisory Committee stay engaged and continue the
collaborative effort.
Stan introduced guest; Rachael Biggs with Forest Service and John Thornburg with the
National Park Service.
Rachael Biggs from the Forest Service provided a PowerPoint presentation about the
Forest Service’s fire plan for the BHS management area, as well as wilderness and
prescribe fire considerations.
o Rachael will provide a copy of the PowerPoint presentation that will be
disseminated to committee members

Rachae] showed the treatment areas and priorities to reduce fuels

Firescape is NEPA
Wilderness Guidelines

o Restore the natural role of fire

o Reduce the unnatural buildup of fuels

o Wildlife enhancement is not a reason to use fire in the wilderness. Why?

{1 There is a focus on the natural role of fire in the wilderness as opposed to
modification of the landscape for a given species.
T Need to be able to argue that wildlife is a wilderness resource.

o Need to complete the Minimum Requirements Decision Guide (MRDG) for the
project arca in preparation of management needs including prescribed burning
efforts and collar recovery.

Areas below 4500 feet are not allowed to burn
o Approximately 30% of the BHS Management Area
o These areas did not evolve with a fire component
o Fire kills Saguaros
What months are preferable for fire management?

o Spring months of April and May and the Fall months
The Forest Service needs input from the committee on where to plan for Rx burns, in
lambing areas or in areas with high vegetation.

o TFuel management areas Finger, Pusch and Buster were discussed.

o Potential for natural ignitions to burn if conditions are right

Decisions can be made while suppressing wildfires to treat specific areas.
The FS needs more knowledge of what needs to burn before the wildfire season so they
can prepare a fire suppression plan.




Can the boundaries in the current burn units be tweaked?

o Yes but the burn units are represented by defensible fire breaks i.e. trails, terrain

etc.

What scale is the burn plan? Can burn be done for the entire wilderness area instead of
block by block?

o Perhaps but there is a concern about the smoke component.

o Need to be aware of the air shed and the affect on surrounding communities
Timeline

o MRDG initiated in Mach 2013

o Firescape planning effort completed in 2014

o Enhanced fuel treatments around Summerhaven 2013 through 2015

o Implement prescribed burning in wilderness 2015/2016
How much can realistically be burned by 20167

o About 5,000 acres.
Obstacles to the fire plan: Cost, how can it be made more affordable?

o Will look for funding through the HPC process

o Seek creative funding strategies i.e. solicitation from communities

Action Items

[
]

Talk with Research Branch about Commission Presentation — Joe {(completed)
Work to remove Catalina BHS Agenda Item from Commission Meeting Agenda and
report back to the Committee — Raul /Joe
Next Meeting — March 5% 2013 at Arizona Game and Fish Department Office
Agenda [tems:

o Ground rules

o Firescape

o Items not discussed on the 2/25/2013 agenda




santa Catalina Bighorn Sheep Reintroduction Advisory

Office 555 N Greasewood Rd, Tucson

Committee
Meeting Date: March 5, 2013 Start Time: 6:00 PM
iMeeting Place: Arizona Game and Fish Dept. Regional | pnd Time: 8:00 PM

AZ 85745
Note Taker: Agenda Prepared By:
Kathy Nation J. Sacco, B. Dolan, M. Quigley
Attendees: ‘

J. Sacco, R. Vega, J. Harris, M. Quigley, J. Neeley, L. Corey, R. Serragilio, T. Hawkins, B. Dolasn, J.
Sheehey, B. Ham, S Helin, B, Brochu, J. Heffelfinger, J. McGehee, M. Guerena

.

AN

Guests:
Please Bring: Mediz Release, Life Table information, Mountain Lion Management Plan,
Calendars :

) Agenda Topics Person(s) Responsible

1. Introductions and Schedule Meetings {4) 10 Minutes J. Sacco/Alf
f2. Media Contacts and Ground Rules 20 Minutes J. SaccorAlf

3. Commission Presentation (if necessary) 20 Minutes B. Brochu/J. Sacco
4. Break 10 Minutes All

5 Widerness and Fuels Planning 20 Minutes S. Helin

8. Moeuntain Lion Harvest Data 20 Minutes M. Guerena/J. McGehee

7. Mountain Lion Management Strategy Recommendation(s) 10 Minutes All

8. Triggers and Criteria (in piace of item3) 20 Minutes E. Brochu

9. Parking Lot/Action ltems Review 5 Minutes Al
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Santa Catalina Bighorn Sheep Reintroduction Advisory Committee Minutes
03/05/13

Weeting Schedule for next 4 meetings:
March 19, April 2, Aprii 4 and Aprit 11.

Ben provided a handout and expiained the information; mountain tion harvest and decision

making priorities.
Ground rule changes: delete #8

#13 Proactive media outreach must be approved by Committee {(elective release, not
responding to requests}

#14 When responding to media inquiries stick to Talking points; example When asked a leading
guestion respond with something like “That’s an interesting thing, but here is what we are

doing” and go back to talking points.
The modified/new ground rules were adopted by the committee.

Mike Quigley and Brian Dolan will develop talking points for committee review. They shouid

only be one to two pages in length. They must be a fluid document that can be updated at the
end of each meeting as work progresses Ben’s Fund Solicitation presentation can be used as a
guide. NOTE: The Advisory Committee and Agency Representatives refined the Talking Points

on March 7" and 8" via email discussions.

The Game & Fish can’t operate in secrecy; we have to respond to inquiries when we receive

them.
Game & Fish has a comment process and needs to provide answers.

lenny Neeley gave members who weren't present at the last meeting a brief review of why the
committee was upset at the last meeting: Not being informed prior to press release, and not
heing told about the Commission meeting presentation before the meeting on the 25th of Feb.

Several of their constituents called to inquire about the meeting

Commissioner Harris asked the Committee to reconsider giving the presentation and asked that
Advisory Committee members provide the information as opposed to agency personnel. Brian

wili provide the information and Mike, Trica and Les will attend and provide support.

Joe Sacco will put together some phaotos to use with the presentation; Brian will give the

presentation to the commission.




Arial surveys are in the wilderness plan. Brian stated that the surveys may need to be

conducted on weekends because his volunteers have other ebligations during the week. Stan
said that the Santa Catalina Volunteer patrol would help with collar retrieval and surveys.

Mike offered to help with scme of the logistics in particular if there are philosophical points to

be overcome.

Need to factor in the cumulative watershed response. This may limit the extent that prescribed
hurning can be done in one season and needs to be considered in planning efforts.

Martin Guerena and John McGehee gave handouts on harvest data for the past 20 years,
Mandatory check ins started in 2007 so any data before ‘07 is subjective.

Brian Dolan stated that the next meeting needs to be about the lion management strategy as
we are getting close to the Commission deadline to submit for next year’s Commission orders
and the need to purchase collars if the sheep are to be transplanted in November.

The mountain lion Commission Crder will be dacided at the April Commission meeting and will

take effect in July.

Brian addressed the Committee and stated that a total closure of the bighorn sheep
management area to sport harvest is concerning since he feels it may make lawfui sportsmen
into unwitting violators. He said that he and his constituents would prefer the hound only
closure if a closure is put in place. He also made the point that in many places pre-treatment;
aggressive mountain lien removal is done prior to placing sheep; that has not been discussed in

the case of the Catalina project.

A decision on the best approach for the Catalina Project will be on the agenda for the next

meeting.
Action Hems:
Meeting Invites —Joe (Completed)

Meeting Locations — Trica, Mike and Joe



Santa Catalina Bighorn Sheep Reintroduction Advisory Committee Minutes
03/05/13

Meeting Schedule for next 4 meetings:
March 19, April 2, April 4 and April 11.

Ben provided a handout and explained the information; mountain lion harvest and decision
making priorities.

Ground rule changes: delete #8

#13 Proactive media outreach must be approved by Committee (elective release, not
responding to requests)

#14 When responding to media inquiries stick to Talking points; example When asked a leading
question respond with something like “That’s an interesting thing, but here iswhat we are
doing” and go back to talking points.

The modified/ new ground rules were adopted by the committee.

Mike Quigley and Brian Dolan will develop talking points for committee review. They should
only be one to two pagesin length. They must be a fluid document that can be updated at the
end of each meeting aswork progresses Ben'’s Fund Solicitation presentation can be used asa
guide. NOTE The Advisory Committee and Agency Representatives refined the Talking Points
on March 7t" and 8" via email discussions.

The Game & Fish can’t operate in secrecy; we have to respond to inquiries when we receive
them.

Game & Fsh has a comment process and needs to provide answers.

Jenny Neeley gave memberswho weren’t present at the last meeting a brief review of why the
committee was upset at the last meeting: Not being informed prior to pressrelease, and not
being told about the Commission meeting presentation before the meeting on the 25th of Feb.
Several of their constituents called to inquire about the meeting

Commissioner Harris asked the Committee to reconsider giving the presentation and asked that
Advisory Committee members provide the information as opposed to agency personnel. Brian
will provide the information and Mike, Trica and Les will attend and provide support.

Joe Sacco will put together some photosto use with the presentation; Brian will give the
presentation to the commission.



The first two hours of the Commission meeting is devoted to Region 5, Raul is giving updates on
regional projects, it is also an open forum style so some questions may be asked.

Wilderness & Fuel Fianning: &an Helin requested a “minimum resource decision guide”
(MRDG) decided on by the committee. Ben has been working on this.

Can change fire program to sheep recovery area, but needsto know which area need to be
cleared so that they can be prioritized appropriately.

The National Preparedness level determines whether a fire will be fought in AZ or other areas
of the country depending on the fire season if another area is having a bad fire season
resources are sent there and suppression becomesthe first option. The ideaisto reduce the
opportunity for alarge fire by stopping it early. Also must consider firefighters safety and the
difficulty in fighting firesin certain areas{ terrain and other hazards}

Fire below 4500 hasto be suppressed, saguaros can’t be burned asthe biome did not evolve
with fire.

9moke is also an issue on the front range. A proactive release will need to go out before any
prescribed burn.

Unburned areas need to burn and burned areas need to burn again.
How many fires do you expect toneed?  5t06
Burnswill take in 2015-16

HPCgrant would be needed. Prescribed burns can be funded in the 10sto 100s of thousands of
dollars depending on defensibility/ proximity to critical infrastructure i.e. Bigelow towers.

Brian offered to help San with a proposal for this HPC cydle.

isthere a way to remove fuel without burning, can Forest Service go into Wilderness area and
remove fuel? Yesthere are other techniqueswith varying degrees of success and cost.

The Forest Service needs to know the logistics of getting lions out of the wilderness areaif they
are part of the management plan. More than likely removals will involve ground efforts.

Collarsaren’t an issue in the wilderness area.
Helicopters in wilderness area, how often will they be used, duration of the use and how many?

The sheep will be released outside of wilderness area.



Arial surveys are in the wilderness plan. Brian stated that the surveys may need to be
conducted on weekends because his volunteers have other obligations during the week. San
said that the Santa Catalina Volunteer patrol would help with collar retrieval and surveys.

Mike offered to help with some of the logistics in particular if there are phitosophical pointsto
be overcome.

Need to factor in the cumulative watershed response. This may limit the extent that prescribed
burning can be done in one season and needs to be considered in planning efforts.

Martin Guerena and John McGehee gave handouts on harvest data for the past 20 years.
Mandatory check ins starfed in 2007 so any data before 07 is subjedive.

Brian Dolan stated that the next meeting needsto be about the lion management strategy as
we are getting close to the Commission deadline to submit for next year's Commission orders
and the need to purchase collars if the sheep are to be transplanted in November.

The mountain lion Commission Order will be decided at the April Commission meeting and will
take effect in Luly.

Brian addressed the Committee and stated that atotal dlosure of the bighorn sheep
management area to sport harvest is concerning since he feels it may make lawful sportsmen
into unwitting violators. He said that he and his constituents would prefer the hound only
dosure if adosure isput in place. He also made the point that in many places pre-treatment;
aggressive mountain lion removal is done prior to placing sheep; that has not been discussed in
the case of the Catalina project.

A dedsion on the best approach for the Catalina Project will be on the agenda for the next
meeting.

Action Items:
Meeting Invites — Joe (Completed)

Meeting Locations— Trica, Mike and Je



Santa Catalina Bighorn Sheep Reintroduction Advisory

Committee
Meeting Date: March 19, 2013 Start Time: 6:00 PM
Meeting Place: Arizona Game and Fish Deptl. Reqgional | gnd Time: 8:00 PM
Office 555 N Greasewood Rd, Tucsen
AZ 85745
Note Taker: Agenda Prepared By:
Kathy Nation J. Sacco, B, Dolan, M. Quigley
Attendees:

J. Sacco, R, Vega, J. Harrls, M. Quigley, J. Neeley, L. Corey, R. Serraglio, T. Hawkins, B. Dolan, J.
Sheehay, B. Ham, S Helin, B. Brochu, J. Heffelfinger, J. McGehee, M. Guerena

Guests:

Please Bring:

Plan, Calendars

Talking Points (provided), Life Table information, Mountain Lion Management

Person(s) Responsible

/ Agenda Topics
V| 1. Introductions and Announcements 5 Minutes J. SaccorAlf
\//2. Talking Points and Ground Rules 10 Minutes J. SaccosAll
/ 3. Mountain Lion Strategy Recommendation(é) 40 Minutes B.Brochu/M.Guerena
4. Break 5 Minutes All
v 5 Life Table Review 20 Minutes B.Brochu
=\,f6, Triggers and Criteria Matrix 30 Minutes B.Brochu/All
b/ 7. Parking Lot/Action ltems/Additions to Talking Points 10 Minutes All
8. Adjourn
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Catalina Bighorn Sheep Reintroduction Advisory Committee Meeting
03/19/2013

In attendance: R Vega, B. Brochu, J Sacco, M. Hart, JW. Harris, J McCehee, R Fink, 4 Sheehey, B.
Ham, T. Hawkins, M. Quigley, M. Samer, T. Hawkins, L Corey, J Neeley, B. Dolan, T. Wade, R Serragtio

Note Taker: Kandis Gavin

Sart time; 6:00 p.m.

JW. Harris stated the Commission meeting went really well.
Review of Talking Points and ground rules.

Mark Hart stated #12 #13, and #14 could be changed, possibly have a couple of specific representatives
of the committee answer questions from the media. Some thingsin the talking points are affecting
guestions. Joe Sacco changed on ground rules list.

JW. Harris stated this is a whole committee not just a Game and Fish committee or a spedific agency
committee and that we should be working all together. There’s a need to make sure all committee
members can agree and hold up to the agreements.

This version of the ground rules was agreed to be workable and approved by the Advisory Committee
and the Agencies Participating in the meetings. '

One stated to leave ground rules alone and continue trying to work with them. Want to make sure we
are able to live within guidelines. Bmphasis at this point needs to be on substantive decisions.

Talking Points were the next item on the agenda.

At some point, all need to agree and identify who is on the advisory committee. Are we going to remain
anonymous or are we going to identify committee? Not to make references to the advisory committee
on talking points, last two paragraphs. Or modify it, meetings are being held frequently, etc. Department
is going to be asked what’s the hang up? When's the next meeting?

3 paragraph, is the Forest Service ready to respond to controlled burns? One committee member
stated that were not going to wait three years to know if Pusch Rdge will be burned or not, tell us now if
it isn’t going to be burned or not? Bvery year it'sanew reason not to have a controlled burn. If we take
it out now, when will it be okay to put back in? Implementing Catalina/ Rincon firescape requires NEPA
and is already public, we need to re word the 3™ paragraph. Not doing this for BHSwere doing this for
habitat or fuel management. First take was somewhat pre dedsional.

Mark Samer noted that the talking point referring to firescape should be approved by &an Helin asthe
District Ranger. San approved the suggested language via email.

Ben Brochu read S an's responsa to questioning of talking points.




2" paragraph was flagged by the AZ daily star. Possible factors, why would we do it if there aren’t any
BHSanymore. Why now and not five years from now or five years ago? Cause may have been dueto
saveral different factors. No single cause can be attributed. Joe Sacco made changesto paragraph 2.

Page 2 regarding funding and who is paying for what.

Suggest we go over material we need to instead of getting hung up on talking points. Maybe move
talking pointsto end of meetings. Note: thiswas the agreed upon method and will be implemented in
future meetings.

Mt lion strategy recommendations: cover page with some specifics, agree or not develop a strategy.
Page 2 at the top. At what year should the sheep population be at?

1in 4 (25%) of lamb survival rate; BHShave a slow recruitment so additional mortality factors may
impede reaching a viable population. Mountain lion management is one of the tools available to
provide the sheep with the opportunity to get established and [earn the country that has been effective.
GMU 33 mountain lion density calculations include the whole unit and then the northern part of the unit
divided by the Redington Road. The density was derived based on a density/ habitat evaluation formula.
Historical level of mountain lion harvest in GMU 33 in 2012 was as expected and istracking with the
increased deer population.

Questions/ Open talk:

The Advisory Committee agreed that a mountain lion management plan was necessary for the
reintroduction effort.

Mt lion populations, most of lions in 33 are not harvested in the BHSmanagement area.

Ben suggests we talk about a plan being in place? Not just focusing on lions on all factors, fire scapes,
hiking, etc. Collars on sheep, implementing an individualized approached. Collars 30 animals, 2™ release
30 animals. Assuming everything survives, 30, 60, and 90. Try and get it up to 100 sheep as soon as
possible, Mountain lion hunting closure within Bighorn management area was discussed.

Are multiple bag limits still being considered? At thistime the plan isto fit the first 30 with GPScollars
and perhaps the second release with GPScollars depending on available funding. After this surveys will
be used to make population estimates. A 2year evaluation would be good to consider a 3 release
would be in 3 consecutive yearsif available. After two yearsif performance isn’t well, will a 3 release
occur? Intent of thisisto be adaptive. We have to address this in our process. It was suggested that the
loss of 10 BHSto predation in the first year would be difficult.

Nature of adaptive management is to respond to changing environment. We need to define what this
will look like to ensure that there is not a surprises should an alternative method be developed or
deemed to be necessary. Avoid getting ourselvesinto a 15-20 year project; goal is a viable population in
a functioning ecosystem. Need to look at worst case scenarios so we are prepared to be consolidated in
crisis situations.




Bob Fink brought up several reintroduction projects that had a rough start such asthe Black tailed
prairie dog and Gould’sturkey. He cautioned against pulling the plug immediately or in setting a cap
when the project would end. Aone year or two year measure may not be enough and perhapsthe 3
reintroduction effort would result in a viable population.

BREAK

Adaptive management is the preferred methed and there needs to be some guidelines, a lot of what ifs,
do we want to leave all the tools on the table? Administrative snaring, hounds men? &haring efforts are
more successful but can be less discriminating. YWe've been discussing targeted removal of mountain
lions. Ocelot area of concern? Sharesimplemented at kill sites? Sharing off of a kill site can be effective
and has a high likely hood of capturing the target animal. Administrative hounds men are atargeted
removal and about 80% successful depending on response time. Another method is marksmen/hunters
that stake out the kill site —labor intensive.

Does it make sense to put the trigger on mountain lion predation’?
Ben Brochu would like to see re-evaluations of the project every 4 to 6 months.

What would you like to see as your guidelines coming into this group? Accomplishing something; what’s
going to move this forward? AGFD internal process, we need to have a mountain lion plan in place, give
to our Director for approval. Sounds like in favor of targeted removal, hounds men over snares. Using
this methodology means that a BHSdies first and the action isreactive. Isthere a drcumstance when a
proactive pre-treatment may be used? What criteria should it be based on? Less concerned about the
wholesale slaughter of mountain lions. Emotional/political problem is not to see aton of lions being
killed. Need to develop a simplified matrix. Money, public reaction to removing lion need to all be
considered. Short term actionsintended to increase the BHSpopulation o a viable number and then
monitor.

During the summer months, may not be possible for dogs to head up to mountains because of the heat.
Aversion therapy - not much available/ known and the cost of some is prohibitive. Again a BHSiskilled
first so it is a reactive methodology. How much detail do you plan on explaining to people? Live box
trapsisanother tool. What if there are 2 lions on the kill, do you kill both or just one? Policy should lay
out the means. Yesthe means will be specifically stated. Hounds men, snares, administrative removal
viarifle, snareswill be set on the kill, not just in a wash or travel corridor. With it being on the kill site it
isafairly targeted removal.

Maps of Urban Mt. lion study for next meeting may be helpful. Possible temporary closure in certain
areas.

Considering prohibition on use of hunting dogs in BHSclosure areas.

What if we did forensics on lions after they were moved?




if we can get a hounds men within 24 hours of kill would more than likely be successful. Intent isto use
hounds men, but maybe launch on hounds men only. If snares are in the mix, it’s a hot button.

Do we intend to release plan for public review before director’s approval? No.
Possibly gain support from High school kids and get kids involved somewhat in the project.
Review of the Mesting Dedisions/ Recommendations:

Recommendation: Administrative removals at least for the first year. Hounds men and marksman
would be the methodology. Under adaptive management other methods would be considered as
needed during future meetings.

Recommendation: Within the first two years of the project every BHSKkill confirmed to be a mountain
lion kill would result in pursuit by the administrative houndsmen and/or harvested by other
administrative hunter(s). Other administrative methods may be considered as a part of adaptive
management strategies. Thisisa change to the criteria which used a population of 80 as the threshold
for the removals. Depending on the recruitment this could have continued indefinitely

Recommendation: Quarterly meetings or more frequently if there'san increase in lion kills or other
concerns as determined by the Commitiee. At least monthly updates for the Advisory Committee on the
project status. For the firgt two years.

Further Discussion Needed: ACconsidering closure of BHSmgmt area fo the use of dogs by hunters
with the exception of administrative removals. Brian Dolan emphasized that this was a difficult sell just
on the principle of losing hunting opportunities. Suggested he was concerned that if the NEPA was not
done and was required any number of groups could protest the project. The group needs to decide if
they agree that NEPA is not required for the Sate action. Note: thisis the standard for reintroduction
efforis.

Randy Serraglio will check with his assodiates on the NEPA requirement and the possibility of litigation
efforts. Thiswill provide the group with arisk assessment. Jenny Neely stated that she believesthat it
could be challenged if it is required but the question would be if it would be worth the dedication of
resources based on the chances of success.

Note: Amended changesin red.

Announcements: Will continue mountain lion management plan on 04/02/2013. Good discussion quite
a bit of progress. Will work o streamline discussions.




Santa Catalina Bighorn Sheep Reintreduction Advisory

- Committee
Meesting Date: April 2, 2013 Start Time: 6:00 PM
Meeting Place: R End Time: 8:00 PM

Agenda Prepared By:

Note Taker:
Kathy Nation J. Sacco, B. Dolan, M. Quigley
Attendees:

Sheehey, B. Ham, M. Stamer, B. Brochu, J. McGehee, M. Harl, R, Fink, T

J. Sacco, R. Vega, J. Harris, M. Quigley, J. Nealey, L. Corey, R, Serraglio, T. Hawkins, B. Dolan, J.
. Wade

Guests

P]ease Brmg

Plan, Calendars

TaEking Points (provided), Life Table information, Mountain Lion Management

Agenda Topies

Pérson(s) Responsible

1. Introductions and Announcements 5 Minutes J Sacco/All

2. Nlountz;m Lion Management Plan bO Minutes Alf

3. Break 5 Minutes | AI! - N
_4 “‘Mountam Lion Management Flan 40 Minutes AH -
5. FormaE Fund Solicitation 10 Manutesﬁ B.Broch

B, Parking LotYAction Items/Future Ageﬂda/ Talking Points 10 Minutes AN
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Santa Catalina Bighorn Sheep Reintroduction Advisory

Committee
Meeting Date: Aprit 4, 2013 o Start Time: 6:00 PM
Meeting Place: s End Time: 9:00 PM
Note Taker: ) Agenda Prepared By:
Kathy Mation J. Saccoe, B. Dolan, M. Quigley
_Aﬁendees* | i

J. Sacco, R. Vega, J. Harris, M. Quigley, J. Neeley, L. Corey, R. Serraglio, T, Hawkins, B. Dolan, J.
Sheehey, B. Ham, M. Stamer B. Brochu, J. McGehee, M. Hart, R. Fink, T. Wade, S. Guy

Guests:
Please Bring; Talking Points (provided), Life Table information, Mountaln Lion Managemant
Plan, Calendars
7777777 Agenda Topics 7 Person({s} Responsible
31 ntroductions and Announcements 7 7 5 Minutes ) J.Sacco/All
2. MBL and Closures Commission ML, Order 50 Minutes Al
3. Break 5 Minutes Al
4. NEPA Brainstorming Session 40 Minutes Al
5. Definition of Success 18 Minutes Al
6. Break o 5 Minutes Y
7. Daci;ion MatrixlFEna!%zé- Recommendations 50 Minutes Alf
8. Parking l.otiAction Hems/Future Agenda/ Talkil’;g Foints 10 Minutes
9. Adjourn " "
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Santa Catalina Bighorn Sheep Reintroduction Advisory Committee Minutes
April 4, 2013

Attendees:. Mike Quigley, Brian Ham, Martin Guerena, Ben Brochu, Joe Sheehey, JW. Harris, Shalonda
Guy, San Helin, John McGehee, Jenny Neeley, Les Corey, Trica Hawkins, Mark Samer, dm Heffelfinger,
Brian Dolan, Randy Serraglio, Joe Sacco

Note Taker: N/A

Location:

Time; 6PM-8PM

Meeting announcements: Habitat Partnership Committee meeting April 15, 2013 at the Tucson Game
and Fish Office, 6-8PM.

Introductions

The Advisory Committee reviewed Multiple Bag Limit mountain lion hunt structure. There was a spirited
debate that culminated with a recommendation to not use the MBL strategy.

The Advisory Committee reviewed the hunt dosure idea. Randy asked for sport harvest to be prohibited
in the Pusch Ridge Wilderness area. There was discourse about the proposal and the ramification of
taking a recommendation of this nature forward. The final recommendation was a closure to take
mountain tionswith the aid of dogs in an area similar in size and shape of the Bighorn Management Area
as desaribed in Coronado National Forest Shedial Qosure order 05-123.

At the conclusion of the discussion it was determined that the bighorn sheep reintroduction effort will
move forward and sheep will be released in the Santa Catalinasin the fall of 2013. The Department will
be moving forward with the purchase of necessary itemsi.e. the GPScollars and scheduling of
resources.

The Advisory Committee had a brainstorming session regarding the use of mechanized equipment for
the minimum required decision guide lead by Mark Samer. The discussion concluded with a well
defined vision of what an when mechanized use would occur in the Wilderness Area. Most was
centered on the use of a helicopter. Mark will use the information to craft the MRDGthat will then be

subject to an Environmental Assessment.
Adiion items:
Draft of Commission Order Change: Joe Sacco and Jm H.

Draft of timeline: Mike Q




Send out notification on how to attend/ watch the Commission Meeting: Joe Sacco.
Next Meeting:

Scheduling of future meetings.

Talking Points — Addition of ACtalking point

Mountain lions killed discussion —understanding of what would constitute concerns {(gut check) i.e. total
number removed in a year, number removed in a short time period (how many per month, every 3
months, 6 months etc).

What is the measure of a success? Definition of what a success is.

Matrix that that guides actions/ considerations



Santa Catalina Bighorn Sheep Reintroduction Advisory

Committee
Meeting Date: April 11, 2013 Start Thne: 6:00 PM
Meeting Place: Tucson Game and Fish Office End Time: 8:00 PM

555 N Greasewood Road
Tucson, AZ 85745

Note Taken Agenda Prepared By: J. Sacco
Kandis Glavin

Attendees:

J. Saceo, R. Vega, J. Harris, M. Quigley, J. Neeley, L. Corey, R. Serragiio, T. Hawkins, B. Dolan, J.
Sheehey, B. Ham, M. Stamer, B. Brachu, J. McGehes, R. Fink, T. Wade, S. Guy, S. Helin, J. Heffelfinger,

Guests: lisa Haynes

Piease Bring: Talking Points (provided), Life Table information, Mountain Lion Management
Plan, Calendars

Agenda Topics Person(s) Responsible
W1, Introductions and Announcements 5 Minutes J. Sacco/All
2. Schedule Future Meetings 5 Minutes J.Sacco/All
3. Definition of Success 15 Minutes All
-/ 4. -Mountairtiom Captaretectmigres— VR D(>- 20 Minutes A Haynes ¥ .S
. Commiission Order 10 10 Minutes J. Sacco
/| 6. Break 5 Minutes All
v 7. Decision Matrix/Finalize Recommendations 40 Minutes All
’v/ 8. Talking Point — Announce Advisory Committes 156 Minuies Alf
9. Parking Lot/Action ltems/Future Agenda 5 Minutes All

10. Adjourn
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Santa Catalina Bighorn Sheep Reintroduction Advisory Committee Minutes
April 11, 2013

Attendees: Mike Quigley, Brian Ham, Martin Guerena, Ben Brochu, Shalonda Guy, San Helin, John
McGehee, Jenny Neeley, Les Corey, Trica Hawkins, Tim Wade, Robert Fink, Brian Dolan, Randy Serraglio,
Joe Sacco, Raul Vega

Note Taker: Kandis Gavin
Location: Tucson Arizona Game and Fish Department Office
Time: 6PM-8PM

Meeting announcements: Habitat Partnership Committee meeting April 15, 2013 at the Tucson Game
and Fish Office, 6-8FM.

Definition of suocess for the project: Time frame of success. When do we stop mountain fion
management?

It is very hard to say when not having sheep on the ground, etc.
Ben has been working with Jm Sanderson on a life table. What parameters are important?

Mineral mountains data can be shown now to the group. Suggested that thisis presented tothe ACasa
way to inform. 4 transplants, 3 year gap.

What do we want this definition of successto inform?

At some point in the future when the population startsto dedline, how do we determine it islions?
Could be disease, wandered off possibly?

There was discussion on the plan for collar use. Currently there are 30 collars planned and funded for
thefirst release. It appearsthat there will be collars for the second release however the third release
does not secured funding. Once we have lost the ability to use the collars on the releases (10-15%
failure rate, 2 -3 year battery life expectancy) how do we monitor. Survey flightsthe first 5 years, game
cameras, volunteers. If we re-collar we will most likely use ewes as they are the most critical segment of
the population.

Using the coliars and administrative removal is precedent setting. There is a large finical burden utilizing
this method as opposed to sport harvest. Thisisthe pilot but funding is a question mark for these
efforts.

Regardless of dedline the traditional method know how to react to it a more liberal predator.




Think there are other toolsin the toolbox that the department doesn't look at. Sme of these tools
don't need to be used when there's a mysterious dedine. The traditionally used method to address
population declines is to address the predator component. Generally thisis through sport harvest of
one type or another such as standard hunt, multiple bag limit, and daylong hunting. By using these
methods there are generally fidudiary, hunting opportunity and population increase benefits.
Recommend focus on proactive methods such as habitat maintenance/ monitoring/ improvement,
enforcement of the Human/ dog restrictions, and surveillance of possible disease vectors such as
domestic sheep and goats.

What isit going to take to properly monitor the quality of habitat? Who's responsibility?

DRAFT Definition of Success

3 years of transplants, minimal administrative
removal of mountain lions, maintenance and/ or
improvement of habitat by restoringfire into the
ecosystem, population ranging between 80 -100
with stable or increasing trend in the population,

enforcement of the dog dosures as per Shecial

Closure Order 05-123 or modification of the
dosure to respond to habitat use.

Short term 3-5 year pericd

Aharvestable surplus of ramsand are able to
provide bighorn sheep hunting opportunity.
Longterm 5-10 years period Population has stabilized. Habitat is substantially
improved by restoring fire back into the ecosystem
utilized by bighorn sheep.

How do we monitor the quality of the habitat? Wildlife Manager would monitor the habitat and provide
recommendations. GSmodels also provide a way of monitoring change over time. Provide the most
effective type of fire to help improve habitat. Have a watchdog to ensure that the policies are
implemented down the road.

Isthere data on dogs and BHS? Krausman did research that indicated heart rate increases in BHSwhen
dogs are present. This correlates to stress and possibly lambing success.

Commission order 10

Allows for arestricted hunt in the newly delineated Pusch Rdge Hunt Area this will prohibit lion hunting
with the aid of dogs. Joe Sacco provided a map.




Talking points:

The Advisory Committee discussed several talking points including the addition of the Advisory
Committee, the justification for the Restricted Hunt, the

Needs to do a release, people will see this and know sheep sodiety was behind this. Would like to be
able to freely talk about talking points and be as open as can be. Alittle more specific about predator
management and why did the dosure not work. Let the cat out of the bag a little bit.

Take out one lion has been harvested in the past 30 years.

If committee is okay with it respected logos, etc. could go Jong ways. Not effective till commission
dedsion.

Will work with Mark Hart to put together a draft press release for the Advisory Committee.

Assuming it passes on Saturday maybe mark sends a draft next week. Press release everyone signs off
on.

Action lfems:

Permission to use Logos— All

Draft Press release for Advisory Committee — Mark Hart/ All
Next Meetings:

April 16, 2013 6-8; Location TBD

April 30, 2013 6-8; Tucson Game and Fish Office

May 07, 2013 6-8; Tucson Game and Fsh Office

Future Agenda ltems:

Talking Points/ Pressrelease

Mountain lions killed discussion — understanding of what would constitute concerns (gut check} i.e. total
number removed in a year, number removed in a short time period (how many per month, every 3
months, 6 months etc).

Definition of what a succass is— revisited?
Matrix that that guides actions/ considerations

Community forum, fundraising, and PSA commerdial




Santa Catalina Bighorn Sheep Reintroduction Advisory

Committee
Meeting Date: April 16, 2013 Start Time: 600PM B
Meeting Place: TBD End Time: 800 PM
Note Taker: Agenda Prepared By: J. Sacco
Kandis Glavin
Atftendees:

J. Bacco, R. Vega, J. Harris, M. Quigley, J. Neeley, L. Corey, R. Serraglio, T. Hawkins, B. Dolan, J.
Sheehey, B. Ham, M. Stamer, B. Brochu, J. McGehee, R. Fink, T. Wade, S. Guy, S. Helin, J.

Heffelfinger, M.Guerena

Guests: |
Please Bring: Talking Points (provided), Life Table informaticn, Mountain Lion Management
Plan, Calendars
Agenda Topics Person(s) Responsibie

/| 1. Introductions and Announcements 5 Minutes J.Sacco/All
[ /2. Talking Points/Press Release 40 Minuies All
¥| 3. Fundraising/ Commercial 15 Minutes Alf

4. Break 5 Minutes Alf

5. Decision Matrix/Finalize Recommendations 35 Minutes All

6. Timeline Review and Discussion 15 Minutes Alf

7. Parking Lot/Action ltems/Future Agenda 5 Minutes Alf

8. Adjourn
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Santa Catalina Bighorn Sheep Reintroduction Advisory Committee Minutes
April 16, 2013

Attendees: Mike Quigley, Brian Ham, Martin Guerena, John McGehee, Les Corey, Trica Hawkins, Jm
Heffelfinger, Mark Samer, Brian Dolan, Randy Serraglio, Joe Sacco, Raul Vega, Joe Sheehey, MW Harris,
Mark Hart
Note Taker: Kathy Nation

LOCBtiOﬂ: G '. S
Time: 6PM-8PM
Meeting announcements: Commission Order 10 Restricted hunt was approved,; Thank you letter for
T .

Je Theehey invited committee to attend the 30" Anniversary of Catalina Sate Park and set up
informational booth. The event will be at Catalina Sate Park on May 4', 2013.

Minutes:

The Advisory Committee Reviewed and Drafted Talking points. The talking points developed included
the Advisory Committee membership, the uniqueness of the Catalina project, the reasoning for the
restricted hunt, and modification that indicated bighorn sheep will be released thisfall. Reviewed and
updated Talking Foints- final approval.

Mark Hart pointed out that the point about how lions are dealt with was under the assumption that the
Management Flan would be passed. Talking point was shelved till plan is approved.

Brian Dolan suggested that Committee members go before the Oro Valley Town Coundil, Tucson Cty
Council and Pima County Board of Qupervisors to get a Resolution of Support for the project.

Mark Hart asked for a discussion on the contents of the pressrelease, The main point will be ” For the
first time in 30 yearsthere will be bighorn sheep in the Catalina Mountains on Pusch Rdge”. He will also
state that the project has the approval of the Advisory Committee. He will also insert alink to the Desert
Bighorn Sheep Sodiety for donations.

There was a discussion on the placement of logos on the pressrelease. it was decided that only the
AZGFD and USFSlogos be present at thistime.

Timeline for the press release will be late this week or early next week if all parties agree on content.
Discussed the Recommendations:

it was suggested that everyone should highlight any part that they have concerns with for discussion at
the next meeting.

At the last meeting it was decided to not use sheep numbers as a measure of success but to use trends
(stable, increase or decrease). The number of sheep for a successful long term project was revised




down from over 100 to 60 to 80 sheep. The question become how long do we continue proposed
mountain lion management and/or {ransition to another method? MHow will we know that adedine is
caused by lions and not some other limiting factor? Discussion centered on the decision table and how
it would be applied to the project after the collarsfall off. Uncertainty about the validity of the habitat
evaluations projected numbers of bighorn sheep that the habitat can support. if the numbersare too
high then we would not meet the threshold to make changes or would implement hunt structure
changes to address the dedlining numbers. The habitat evaluation method used was designed for a
more arid environment and may be a conservative estimate of the habitat suitability in the Santa
Catalinas.

Habitat maintenance and/ or improvement measures are essential to the long term success.

Group needs to decide on final predator plan before the director signs off on it. The next meeting, April
30" will be devoted to discussion about the plan.

Concerns were raised about years 3 and 4 after collars fall off if sheep population dedines with no dear
reason how do we address, still use mountain lion management plan’?

It was suggested that the administrative removal method could be used for the life of the collar.
Therefore if a collared sheep was killed by a mountain lion then that lion would be removed regardiess
of the time.

Action ltems:

Permission to use Logos—All

Draft Press release for Advisory Committee — Mark Hart/All
Next Meetings:

April 30, 2013 6-8; Tucson Game and Fish Office

May 07, 2013 6-8; Tucson Game and Fsh Office

Future Agenda ltems:

Finalize Mountain Lion Management Plan

Mountain lions killed discussion — understanding of what would constitute concerns (gut check) i.e. total
number removed in a year, number removed in a short time period (how many per month, every 3
months, & monthsetc).

Matrix that that guides actions/ considerations

Commiunity forum, fundraising, and PSA commerdal




Santa Catalina Bighorn Sheep Reintroduction Advisory

Committee
Meeting Date: April 30, 2013 Start Time: 8:00 PM
Meeting Place: Tucson Arizona Game and Fish End Time: 8:00 PM

Department Office
555 N Greasewood Road
Tucsen, AZ 85745

Note Taker: Agenda Prepared By: J. Sacco
Kathy Nation

Attendees:

J. Bacee, R. Vega, J. Harris, M. Quigley, J. Neeley, L. Corey, R. Serraglio, T. Hawkins, B. Dolan, J.
Sheehey, B. Ham, M. Stamer, B. Brochu, J. McGehee, R, Fink, T. Wade, 5. Guy, S. Heiin, J. Heffelfinger,

M. Guerena
Guests:
Please Bring: Mountain Lion Management Plan
- Agenda Topics Person(s) Responsible
1. Introductions and Announcements 5 Minutes J. Sacco/All
2. Mountain Lion Management Plan 50 Minutes B, Brochu/alf
3. Break 8 Minutes All
4, Mountain Lion Management Plan 50 Minutes B. Brochu/All
5. Parking Lot/Action ltems/Future Agenda 10 Minutes Al
6. Adjoumn
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Santa Catalina Bighorn Sheep Reintroduction Advisory Committee Minutes
April 30, 2013

Attendess; Ben Brochu, Brian Ham, Marin Guerena, John McGehee, ,nny Neeley, Jm Heffelfinger,
Mike Quigley, Trica Hawkins, Brian Dolan, Randy Serraglio, Joe Sacco, Raul Vega, Je Sheehey, Mark Hart

Note Taker: Kandis Glavin
Location: Tucson Game and Fish Department Office
Time: 6PM-8F

Meeting announcements: Ben Brochu opens the meeting going over the plan. Got input from
Department people. Hopefully at the end of the meeting agree to get a press release out.

Catalina state park anniversary is this weekend if anyone can make it that would be nice

Next meeting is May 7", next Tuesday.
Minutes:

Going over Mountain Lion Management Plan document sent out last Monday.

Any concerns or anything else’?
O Discussion on literature and citations; relevance and adversarial research
Ll Possibly change objective, take from bottom and put to top.
1 Change wilderness sodety to The wilderness sodety
M These are worst case scenarios.
[ Add,” In general, bighorn sheep and mountain fion coexisted without lionstaking an
unsustainable toll on sheep populations.”
Do not use condusively in the paragraph
What percentage of mortality is caused by Mountain lions?
Add a graph showing relationship?
There is afine window of time on when we can take action on mortality.
Put the word immediately instead of as soon as possible.
We need guidance for the lion killing scenarios, moms w/ kittens, etc.
Would have to take adult lion cut before kittens
One attempt per sheep or event?
Keep track of how many pursuits; bank faited removal efforts. Opposition to thisidea.
Now we need a new bullet to dose holes up regarding only taking one lion or a
recommendation and multiple lion scenarios covered
Need direction on how to handle spotted kittens
Need to develop language regarding multiple lion, time frame, pursuit for the houndsman.
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Eventually wifl have a meeting to decide whether or not to invite research branch into meetings.




Action items:

Permission to use Logos— All

Draft Press release for Advisory Committee — Mark Hart/ All
Next Meetings: May 7, 2013

Future Agenda ltems;

Mountain lions killed discussion — understanding of what would constitute concerns (gut check) i.e. total
number removed in a year, number removed in a short time period (how many per month, every 3
months, 6 months etc).

Matrix that that guides actions/ congiderations
Community forum, fundraising, and PSA commercial

Timeline
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Santa Catalina

Bighorn Sheep Reintroduction Advisory

Commitiee
Meeting Date: May 16, 2013 Start Time: £:00 PM ]
WMeeting Place: Tucson Arizona Game and Fish End Time: 8:00 PM
Department Office
555 N Greasewoeod Road
Tucson, AZ 85745

Note Taker;
Kathy Nation

Agenda Prepared By: J, Sacco

Attendees:

M. Guerena

J. Sacco, R. Vega, J. Harris, M. Quigley, J. Neeley, L. Corey, R. Serraglio, T. Hawkins, B. Dolan, J.
Sheehey, B. Ham, M. Stamer, B. Brochu, J. McGehee, R. Fink, T. Wade, S. Guy, S. Helin, J. Heffalfinger,

Guests:

Please Bring:

Agenda Topics

Person(s) Responsible

1. Introductions and Announcements 5 Minutes J. Sacco/Alf

2. Press Release and Review Input/Authorization 30 Minutes M. Hart/Alf
rg Ralify Recommendation 20 Minutes J. Sacco/All

4. Break 5 Minutes All

5. Review of Timeline 20 Minutes M. Quigley/Ail

6. Fund Raising 20 Minutes All

7. Talking Foints Review 10 Minutes Al

8. Parking Lot/Action ltems/Future Agenda 10 Minutes All

9. Adjoumn
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Santa Catalina Bighorn Sheep Reintroduction Advisory

M. Guerena

Committee
eeiing Date: May 7, 2013 Start Time: 6:00 PM
Meeiing Place: Tucscn Arizona Game and Fish End Time: 8:00 EM
Department Office
555 N Greasewood Road
Tucsecn, AZ 85745
Note Taker: Agenda Prepared By: J. Sacco
Kathy Nation
Attendees:

J, Sacce, R, Vega, J. Harris, M. Quigley, J. Neeley, L. Corey, R. Serraglio, T. Hawkins, B. Dolan, J.
Sheehey, B. Ham, M. Stamer, B. Brochu, J. McGehee, R. Fink, T. Wade, S, Guy, S. Helin, J. Haffelfinger,

§i2-

Guests: Lisa Haynes
Please Bring: Calendars
) Agenda Topics Person{s) Responsible
;/1. [ntroductions and Announcements 5 Minutes J. Sacco/All |
/é/ Set Next Meeting Dates 5 Minutes J. Sacco/All
vijs Guest Speaker 15 Minutes R. Vega
/1 4. Mountain Lion Manzgement Plan 35 Minutes B. Brochu/All
/5. Break 5 Minutes All
\{6. Mountain Lion Management Plan 40 Minutes B. Brochu/All
i 7. Ratify Recommendation 10 Minutes J. Sacco/All
8. Parking Lot/Actien ltems/Future Agenda 5 Minutes Alf
9. Adjourn T
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Santa Catalina Bighorn Sheep Reintroduction Advisory Committee Minutes
May 7, 2013 -

Attendees:. Mike Quigley, Brian Ham, Martin Guerena, Trica Oshant-Hawkins, Marc 3amer, Brian
Dolan, Randy Serraglio, Joe Sacco, Raul Vega, Jbe Sheehey, MW Harris, Tim Wade, Robert Fink, Shalonda
Guy Guest: Lisa Haynes

Note Taker: Kathy Nation

Location: Tucson Game and Fish Department Ciffice

Time: 6PM-8PM

Meeting announcements: Ben Brochu went over the handouts

New meeting dates: 5/ 16, AZGFD; 5/ 28, | N IR ©/ 4 AZGFD; 6/13, AZGFD

Minutes:

Raul Vega introduced Lisa Haynes, Coordinator of the U of AWildcat Conservation and Research Center.
Ben recapped Adaptive Management draft plan for Lisa

He stated that the use of snaresisi't approved but is still in the toolbox for future consideration

I isa discussed the feasibility of using snares for capturinglions

Several questions were raised about snares

The use of snares can be very targeted to a specificarea

Lions will return over a period of days (up to a week) to akill sight, snares can be set near kill site to
capture the offending lion

Shares are fairly humane, lionsdon’t react alot when snared
Can use a trip monitor; cost is $1500 each
What kind of damage can be done with a snare?

Paws can become swollen, but snares with a locking mechanism can be used so that the snare doesiv't
get too tight and other smaller animals can step out of the snare

An experienced trapper can alieviate the harm from snares

Bob Fink suggested putting together alist of characterigtics of different snaresto get the best one suited
for the project.

How many snares would be set at a time to capture the lion?
That would depend on the condition of the carcass, 110 2.



If you were to run alion off a kil site with dogs, will the lion return?
It is possible, depends on how hungry the lion is
VWhat are the chances of snaring an unrelated lion?

It is possible, they are mainty solitary, but can run in small groups during mating season, but the chances
avery small.

How often would you run into multiple lions on a kill site?
The likelihood of unrelated lions on akill site is very low.
What about other predators being caught in snares?

It is possible, but with a qualified houndsman monitoring the site the animal can be released quickly
with minimal harm.

Brian Dolan Read ARS17-301-D stating that the use of snaresis unlawful except for protection of human
safety or aresearch project

After the break discussion on the Adaptive Management Flan draft changes

One change was that a report be made to committee members when a lion has made a kill, and after
the removal has taken place. Committee will be informed of every mortality, removal, and site analysis.

Email report ta committee with mortality signal & pursuit after removal.

The Department will contact the Attorney General on reportsto committee to see if they need to be
made public.

Do we need non-disclosure agreements?
Several other wording changes were made to draft.

The first release in Nov. of 13 and second slated for June or July of 14 will give six monthsto consider
future options on project.

Tues. May 14" Raul presents draft to Bxecutive staff, if they agree the draft plan will go to Larry Voyles
for approval.

Email Joe or Ben with any concerns or darifications on draft plan.
Lisa Haynes was extended an invitation to advise the committee and she accepted the invitation.

Are there legitimate research opportunities that we can incorporate that would necessitate the use of
snares?

Action ltems:



Fermission to use Logos— All
Draft Pressrelease for Advisory Committee —Mark Hart/All

Next Meetings: 5/16, AZGFD; 5/28, [ : 64 AZGFD; 6/13, AZGFD

Future Agenda ltems:

Mountain lions killed discussion — understanding of what would constitute concerns (gut check) i.e. total
number removed in a year, number removed in a short time period (how many per month, every 3
months, 6 months etc).

Community forum, fundraising, and PSA commercial

Timeling




Santa Catalina Bighorn Sheep Reintroduction Advisory Committee Minutes
May 16, 2013

Attendees. Mike Quigley, Brian Ham, Martin Guerena, Trica Oshant-Hawkins, Marc Samer, Brian
Dolan, Randy Serraglio, boe Sacco, Raul Vega, Joe Sheehey, Jm Heffelfinger, Les Corey, Mark Hart
Note Taker: Kathy Nation \

lLocation: Tucson Game and Fish Department Office

Time: 6PVI-8PM

Meeting announcements: Next Meeting May 28, 2013 af [[EE IS

Minutes:
[1 General Discussion regarding the Pressrelease.
o Added quotesfor Mike Quigley and Brian Dolan perfected Randy’s quote
o Worked on the flow of the text and made changesto reflect project
(1 Discussion on the Recommendation
o Extend period for houndsman to work atrack to 5 days

O Thisisdueto alion remaining in the areafor up o 7 days and feedingon a
carcass.

o Himinate baying as a circumstance and create a more general event based criteriafor
multiple lion scenarios.

o Discussion on the use of snares and the research requirement
o Where would kittens go to if they were captured; rehabber? Zoo?

o Asked that if skull hide or parts are removed as a part of the removal effort that it is
done discretely.

0 There was a request for resolutions of support for the project from town and county councils.

Action ltems:
Permission to use Logos— All
Draft Press release for Advisory Committee — Mark Hart/ All

Revise latest Recommendation — Joe Sacco



Next Meetings: 5/28, [ERREREEERE . O/ 4, AZGFD; 6/13, AZGFD

Future Agenda ltems:

Mountain lions killed discussion - understanding of what would constitute concerns (gut check) i.e. total
number removed in a year, number removed in a short time period (how many per month, every 3
months, 8 manths etc).

Community forum, fundraising, and PSA commerdial

Timeline




Santa Catalina Bighorn Sheep Reintroduction Advisory Committee Minutes
May 28, 2013

Attendees. Mike Quigley, Shalonda Guy, Brian Dolan, Randy Serraglio, Joe Sacco, Martina Fuller (AZGFD
Intern}, Joe Sheehey, San Helin, Fobert Fink, Mindi Lehew (ONF), Mark Hart

Note Taker: Joe Sacco

Location: [t
Time: 6PMVI-8PM

Meeting announcements: Next Meeting June 4, 2013 at Tucson Arizona Game and Fish Department
Office

Minutes:
Review of Timeline
O Will need to get further information from Department (Ben) regarding milestones for the effort

O Addition of item; contact with Oro Valley, Fima County and City of Tucson Councils; to begin
after pressrelease is made public.

o Brian Dolan will spearhead

0 Discussion regarding the Management Focus Area Plan- this is an umbrella plan for Unit 33 and
the sheep restoration plans induding the Mountain Lion Management plan for the
reintroduction effort are a subset of the MFA. This has been submitted for internal review. The
purpose of the MFA isto create a tool that will provide the best practicable guidance and
information necessary for management.

O The Predator Management Flan has been approved by Executive Saff and forwarded to the
Director for final approval.

O There wasa question about the source sheep- they will be from Unit 43Bin the Trigo Mountains
and they are mountain lion sawvy.

0O MRDGand EAis scheduled to be completed by the end of August 2013,
o Publicscoping notice will be placed in the Federal Register early next week.
o MRDGhasto be signed by the Regional Forester

o There isa shorter cyde for lawsuits and litigation with USDA than there is for DOl which
tend to linger.

o Would litigation stop the reintroduction effort? No. The reintroduction isa State action
and has been determined to not require an BA. Possible litigation would affect our



ability to utilize helicoptersin the Wilderness and would impact subsequent
management efforts.

1 Need to create a white paper for the legislature
o Joewill draft this

Release sites revisited

00 Sabino is not a desirable location — ACrecommends against using thislocation due to concerns
about mountain lion predation and the possible fallout. Placing sheep in this environment for
the first release could be detrimental.

L Will evaluate Montrose Canyon, Fairfield Road, La Quachi, Finger Rock and Ventana Canyon as
possible locations

1 Isthere a prohibition by the Department to release on Private property?

O fwe areto use alocation with limited access could we use a crane to transfer the boxes from
the ewe hauler to smaller vehicles? Helicopter?

[l Ventana may be a good fundraising opportunity. Suggested a mixer release with a sponsorship
reguirerment.

Fund Raisers
0 The creation of a domain name would be used for fund raising and some public relations
o Working on adomain name for donations and also info sharing site
o Could also be aplace to get alerts
o Mike has experience with domain names

o It would be a domain name not a 501.3.c but would have to place alink to other
organizations possibly

o Website just for the project similar to the Kofa webpage
1 Department has pursued this however the resources are unavailable.
o ADBSSwebsite currently has the sponsorship levels listed and able to accept donations

0 Want to go to large donors in person with sponsorship program

and donation opportunities




o Canthe organizations work together to do a grant request? it would be helpful to show
the diversity in partnerships. If they went to a nontraditional source it would need to be
a source that Advisory Committee members do not use for regular funding; shouid not
be an additive expense to the donors.

o Desireisto open doors with organizations that do not traditionally contribute to wildlife
management; encourage project advocates

o There may be opportunitiesfor letters of support from the ACmember organizations

o Bonita Gibscn isthe department grant writer and may be able to assist with grant
opportunities.

o Happy hour type reception regarding the release as a fund raiser

o June 8" 83 Banquet, Brian Dolan will be providing a discussion on the Catalina BHS
release.

O 80 will be announcing the effort and donation of funding, $10,000 for the
reintroduction to the banquet attendees

L1 Will provide an email to ACabout the banquet and press release
[ Also send out the most recent copy of the talking points
Recommendation
LI Concern about the mother with spotted kittens is the biggest issue
0 SQuggest that if a female with spotted kittensis found then no removal would take place.

o Thiswas vetted with the environmental community and there was concern over the
proposed protocol for the spotted Kittens

o Breaking down the barriers within the communitiesis a high priority; work together to
find a remedy

O How would we know if the lion had subsequent kills? Collar? Ear tag?
o It will be difficult for the houndsman to know if there are spotted kittens with afemale.
o Prey availability and habitat selection may be contributing factorsto predation

[ Requested a discussion on how many lions being killed within a given time period would cause
concerns for Committee members



I If afemale with spotted kittens killed two sheep, would that be the green light to remove her?
Maybe. Some may consider it ok but it does elicit an emotional response that will be difficult to
overcome.

[* Suggested a two strike rule for the females and kittens.

L1 It would be good to have a houndsman, Lisa Haynes, information from other predator studies;
Black Mountain and Kofa

I Robert Fink will contact Region 3&4 for further information.
Action Items:
Pressrelease Distribution for Advisory Committee — Mark Hart
Draft Legislature White Paper — e Sacco
Revise Contadt List — Joe Sacoo
Contact Regions 3 &4 for predator/ sheep information — Robert Fink
Met with Oty and County Coundils — Brian Dolan
Revise Timeline — Mike Quigley
Schedule houndsmen to attend meeting - Ben
Next Meetings: 6/4, AZSD; 6/13, AZGHD
Future Agenda ltems:

Mountain fions killed discussion —understanding of what would constitute concerns (gut check) i.e. total
number removed in a year, number removed in a short time period (how many per month, every 3
months, 6 months etc).

Ratify Recommendation
Sooping pressrelease

Community forum, fundraising, and FSA commercial



Santa Catalina Bighorn Sheep Reintroduction Advisory

Committee
Meeting Date: June-:n;, 2013 Start Time: 6:00 PM
lecting Place: Arizona Game and Fish Office End Time: 8:00 PM
5585 N. Greasewood Road
Tucson, AZ 85745
Note Taker: Agenda Prepared By: J. Sacco
Kathy Nation
Attendees:

J. Sacco, R. Vega, J. Harris, M. Quigley, J. Neeley, L. Corey, R. Serraglio, T. Hawkins, B. Dclan, J.
Sheehey, B, Ham, M. Stamer, B. Brochu, J. McGehee, R. Fink, T. Wade, S. Guy, S. Helin, J. Heffelfinger,
M. Guerena

Guests: Kerry Baldwin, Pima County Natural Resources, Parks and Recreation

Please Bring:

Agenda Topics Person(s) Responsible
introductions and Announcements 5 Minutes J. Sacco/All
2. Kemry Baldwin — Closures and signage 30 Minuies Alf '
3. Recommendations 25 Minutes J. SaccosAll
iim Break 5 Minutes All
5. Recommendations 20 Minutes J. Sacco/all
6. Release Sites ‘ 20 Minufes All
7. Talking Points Review 10 Minutes Alf
8. Parking Lot/Action ltems/Fuiure Agenda ' 10 Minutes All
9. Adjourn
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Santia Catalina Bighorn Sheep Reintroduction Advisory Committee Minutes
June 4, 2013

Aitendees: Mike Quigley, Raul Vega, Shalonda Guy, Brian Dolan, Randy Serraglio, Joe Sacco, Joe
Sheehey, Trica Hawkins, lenny Neeley, John McGehesg, Martin Guerena, Jim Heffelfinger, Mark Hart,
Ben Brochu

Note Taker: Kathy Nation

Location: Tucson AZGFD Office

Time: 6PM-8PM

Meeting announcements: Next Meeting June 13, 2013 at Tucson Arizona Game and Fish Department
Office

Minutes:
Scheduled guest speaker Kerry Baldwin had a conflict and rescheduled for a later date.

loe Sacco had a request from the Arizona Wildlife Views television show to come and film a meeting for
a future episode. The committee voted in favor of this and Joe will try to schedule for the June 13"
meeting.

Joe and Mike Quigley participated in a local radio KvO! talk show using the talking points developed by
the committee. The interview went well.

A request was made from a concerned citizen to come to one of the committee meetings to ohserve.

Mark Hart asked the committee if they wanted to appoint a point person for the media to go to for
specific information on the project. He had some questions from AZ Daily Star reporter Doug Kreutz that

went beyond the agreed upen talking points. He suggested Jim Heffelfinger.
The Committee wants to set a group interview with Doug Kreutz, Mark wiil facilitate.

Jenny has some questions about the possibility of AGFD removing lions from Sabino Canyon. She
advised that if lions are removed from Sabino Canyon that would be very controversial for the
committee members and a hard sell for their constituents.

AGFD has a defined protecol on lion remaovals

There were also concerns raised about a presentation made by a Sabino Canyon Docent, but the
presentation was reviewed and revised several times before it was given.

The Director signed off on the Adaptive Lion Management Plan, He had some questions about viability
of salvaging kittens from an offending lion.

This brought up a discussion on determining when a kitten is still a kitten or a sub-adult. Ben gave a
presentation on pictures taken from different tanks showing lions with kittens and sub-adults. Do you




Santa Catalina Bighorn Sheep Reintroduction Advisory Commitiee Minutes
Juned, 2013

Attendees: Mike Quigley, Raul Vega, Shalonda Guy, Brian Dolan, Randy Serraglio, Joe Sacco, be
Sheehey, Trica Hawkins, Jenny Neeley, John McGehee, Martin Guerena, dm Heffelfinger, Mark Hart,
Ben Brochu

Note Taker: Kathy Nation

Location: Tucson AZGFD Office

Time: 6PM-8PV

Meeting announcements. Next Meeting June 13, 2013 at Tucson Arizona Game and Fish Department
Office

Minutes:
Scheduled guest speaker Kerry Baldwin had a conflict and rescheduled for a later date.

Joe Sacco had a request from the Arizona Wildlife Views television show to come and film a meeting for
afuture episode. The committee voted in favor of this and Joe will try to schedule for the June 13"
meeting.

Je and Mike Quigley participated in alocal radio KVO! talk show using the talking points developed by
the committee. The interview went well.

Arequest was made from a concerned citizen to come to one of the committee meetings to observe.

Mark Hart asked the committee if they wanted to appoint a point person for the media to go to for
specific information on the project. He had some questions from AZ Daily Sar reporter Doug Kreutz that
went beyond the agreed upon talking points. He suggested Jm Heffelfinger.

The Committee wants to set a group interview with Doug Kreutz, Mark will facilitate.

Jenny has some questions about the possibility of AGFD removing lions from Sabino Canyon. She
advised that if lions are removed from Sabino Canyon that would be very controversial for the
committee members and a hard sell for their congtituents.

AGFD has a defined protocol on lion removals

There were also concerns raised about a presentation made by a Sabino Canyon Docent, but the
presentation was reviewed and revised several times before it was given.

The Director signed off on the Adaptive Lion Management Plan. He had some questions about viability
of salvaging kittens from an offending lion.

Thisbrought up a discussion on determining when a kitten is still a kitten or a sub-adult. Ben gave a
presentation on pictures taken from different tanks showing lions with kittens and sub-adults. Do you



4o by the spotsor the size? Lions with kittens <3 months wili not have them at akill site, kittens>6
months may be present at kill site.

Do you give lions with kittens a passthe first time they kill a sheep? Brian D. doesn't agree with giving a
pass, how many sheep taken before that lion is removed?

Brian Dolan sent an email to a hounds man asking if he would meet with the committee to give his
perspective.

Lisa Haynes could also help with additional info on this issue.

Committee made edits to Recommendations

Brian Dolan istalking to a representative from Oro Valley About getting on the town councit agenda.
Action ltems:

Met with City and Gounty Councils— Brian Dolan

Revise Timeline - Mike Quigley

Schedule houndsman to attend meeting - Ben

Next Mesetings: 6/13, AZGD

Future Agenda liems:

Mountain lions killed discussion — understanding of what would constitute concerns (gut chedk) i.e. total
number removed in a year, number removed in a short time period (how many per month, every 3
months, 6 months etc).

Ratify Recommendation
Scoping pressrelease

Community forum, fundraising, and PSA commerdal



Santa Catalina Bighorn Sheep Reintroduction Advisory Committee Minutes
June 18, 2013

Attendees; Sergio Avila, Lisa Haynes, Les Corey, Mindi Lehew, San Helin, Mike Quigley, Brian Dotan,
Randy Serraglio, Joe Sacco, be Sheehey, Trica Hawkins, Jenny Neeley, Martin Guerena, Jm Heffelfinger,
Mark Hart, Brian Ham, Ben Brochu, M Harris, Martina Fuller

Guest Speaker:

Note Taker: Kathy Nation

Location: Tucson AZGFD Cffice

Time: 6PMV-8FV

Meeting announcements:

Minutes:

Tim Seller meeting was discussed

Op K is dose to completion will send to committee for final approval before publishing.

Randy, Mike will hand deliver the OP D and ask for an Editorial board meeting by the end of week
Randy said that he could appear on Arizona lllustrated to talk about the project.

Ben has a contact at Cox TV

Mike Q. Will set up that can be used asaportal to other websitesto learn mere about the history of
bighorn in the Cataling's, info about the committee and habitat issues.

Mark H. Sst up a Facebook page “ Friends of Catalina Bighorn Sheep

Have press release ready; united response and one person as a spokesman for the group.
SQuggestion to bring schools into the picture maybe they could do a drive to sponsor asheep.
Focusrelease on factors other than lionsfor dedline in sheep population.

The committee has to tell the story of the sheep project.

How do we handle inquiries from the media when a lion removal happens? Will need to recognize that
this should be treated as a critical incident with solidarity and one voice.

If there is an incident in Sabino Canyon the Committee is hands off and stays out.

Need to be aware of critical incidents and that communication may be limited; Committee will need to
establish a phone tree so that the info is disseminated in a timely manner.

Discussed adherence to the plan; utilize adaptive management




Asurvey of lionsin reintroduction area before the release was propoesed.
Lisa Haynes is developing docents for bobcats and may be able to indude lions.
Je Sheshey —we need to tell our story instead of what the Editors are doing.
If a lion with gpotted kittenskills a sheep then revisit the recommendations
Discussion on what is or isn't spotted kitten, need more info on kittens from other sources.
Worked on refining recommendations.

£ What isa“pursuit™?

o Bvent based or single?

0 Many questions regarding behavior of the lion and influence on young/siblings.
Action ltems:
Meet with Gty and County Councils— Brian Dolan
Revise Timeline — Mike Quigley
Submit an Opinton Editorial - Mike Quigley
Feserve a domain name and set up web site — Mike Quigley
Next Meetings: 7/02 (Cancelled), 7/16 & 7/30
Future Agenda ltems:

Mountain lions killed discussion —understanding of what would constitute concerns (gut check) i.e. total
number removed in a year, number removed in a short time period (how many per month, every 3
months, 6 months etc).

Ratify Recommendation, use of snares, critical incidents

Community forum, fundraising, and PSA commerdial



Santa Catalina Bighorn Sheep Reintroduction Advisory Committee Minutes

July 16, 2013

Attendees: LisaHaynes, San Helin, Mike Quigley, Brian Dolan, Randy Serraglio, Joe Sacco, Joe
Sheehey, Trica Oshant-Hawkins, enny Neeley, Martin Guerena, Im Heffelfinger, Brian Ham, Ben
Brochu, Marc Samer, John McGehee

Guest Seaker: Esther Rubin, Larisa Harding, Brian Wakeling

Note Taker: Kathy Nation

Location: Tucson AZGFD Office

Time: 6PM-8PW

Meeting announcements: Meeting with Oro Valley about resolution; it appearsthat this will move
forward to the Town Coundil in September. Mike Quigley reserved a domain name and set up the web
site and the Op-Ed was published.

Minutes:

Esther Rubin provided a PowerFoint presentation to the Committee on the possible research projects
tied to this project.

0 Research projects are designed to inform management

0 Funding has been appropriated for this research through the Commission

[0 5 Objectives within the project — provided handout of the PowerPoint

00 Mt lion portion of the study

o]

o

Would start Sept-Oct.
Would entail collaring as many lionsin the study area as possible

Collars would help to see the whole picture and the relationship between sheep
presence, kil site selection and sheep site selection

Concerns that there was not good baseline data and that it would have been better to
have this however it was unclear on the status of the project so a projection a year ago
would have been difficult.

Analysis of what prey base is available vs. what is selected would explore the switching
agpect of lion behavior and if lions truly specialize. Anecdotal information indicates that
lions select for a particular prey however this may be directly tied to availability as
opposed to seeking a particular opportunity.

Question of if NEPA is required; an EACis usually sufficient.



[

O

(]

o Discussion on the use of track counts, DNA and scat analysisto see what the predation
levels are and the abundance of lions

o Track counts would be used, DNAis expensive and finding and collecting scat maybe
problematic.

o Propose the use of snaring and houndsman to capture lions for the study.
Discussed providing “real time” locations for the sheep and lions to the public
The life of the research project would be 3-5 years
There was significant opposition to the mt lion portion of the research project

o Sharingis not acceptable, Trust factor of how collar information would be used
(perception isthat they are being collared so that we can kill them, sodial risks and cost
cutweigh the benefits

o Described as“business as usual” mentality

o Could be away to find information about the affect of the removal efforts (mt lionsthat
kill sheep) on the population dynamic and effectiveness

There was support for the other portions of the research project and the design

Lisa discussed her prospectus and discussed some theories on aversion therapies and study
design

Break

Discussion of the Mt lion recommendation

Ben provided a concise proposal

Discussion of the gut check number of dead lions or sheep
o  Would want to specify; thismany, duringthistime

In lieu of using anumber it was recognized that the Committee would need to reconvene after a
predation event

Discussion on what and how information is gathered; want to be as definitive as possible about
the lion being tied to a particular event

Agreed to use an event based approached where pursuit would be allowed for the lion or lions
involved in the sheep kill



L1 Need to be pragmatic about approach and gathering evidence when investigating a sheep
mortalily

Action items:

Meet with Oty and County Ceundils — Brian Dolan
Revise Timeline — Mike Quigley

Send out recommendation for review — Joe Sacco

Next Meeting(s): 7/30

Future Agenda ltems:

Ratify Recommendation, use of snares, critical incidents

Community forum, fundraising, and PSA commercial



Santa Catalina Bighorn Sheep Reintroduction Advisory Committee Minutes
July 30, 2013

Attendees: LisaHaynes, San Helin, Mike Quigley, Brian Dolan, Randy Serraglio, Joe Sacco, Jbe
Sheehey, Trica Hawkins, Jenny Neeley, Martin Guerena, dm Heffelfinger, Brian Ham, Ben Brochu, Marc
Samer

Guest Soeaker:

Note Taker: Kathy Nation

Location: Tucson AZGFD Office

Time: 6PM-8PFJ

Meeting announcements:

Minutes:

Tim Seller meeting was discussed

Op &l isdose to completion will send to committee for final approval before publishing.

Randy, Mike will hand deliver the OP ED and ask for an Editorial board meeting by the end of week
Randy said that he could appear on Arizona lllustrated to talk about the project.

Ben hasacontact at Cox TV

Mike Q. Will set up that can be used as a portal to other websites to learn more about the history of
bighorn in the Catalina’s, info about the committee and habitat issues.

Mark H. St up a Facebook page “Friends of Catalina Bighorn Sheep

Have press release ready; united response and one person as a spokesman for the group.
Suggestion to bring schools into the picture maybe they could do a drive to sponsor a sheep.
Focus release on factors other than lions for dedline in sheep population.

The committee hasto tell the story of the sheep project.

How do we handle inquiries from the media when a lion removal happens? Will need to recognize that
this should be treated as a critical incident with solidarity and one voice.

If there is an indident in Sabino Canyon the Committee is hands off and stays out.

MNeed to be aware of critical incidents and that communication may be limited; Committee will need to
establish a phone tree g0 that the info is disseminated in atimely manner.

Discussed adherence to the plan; utilize adaptive management



Asurvey of lionsin reintroduction area before the release was proposed.
Lisa Haynes is developing docents for bobcats and may be able to indlude lions.
Je Sheehey - we need to tell our story instead of what the Editors are doing.
If alion with spotted kittenskills a sheep then revisit the recommendations
Discussion on what is or isn’t spotted kitten, need more info on kittens from other sources.
Worked on refining recommendations.

O Whatisa“pursuit®?

o Bvent based or single?

(1 Many questions regarding behavior of the lion and influence on young/ siblings.
Action items:
Meet with Gty and County Councils — Brian Dolan
Revise Timeline — Mike Quigley
Quibmit an Opinion Editorial - Mike Quigley
Reserve a domain name and set up web site — Mike Quigley
Next Meetings: 7/02 (Cancelled), 7/16 & 7/30
Future Agenda ltems:

Mountain lions killed discussion — understanding of what would constitute concerns (gut check) i.e. total
number removed in a year, number removed in a short time period (how many per month, every 3
months, 6 monthsetc).

Ratify Recommendation, use of snares, critical incidents

Community forum, fundraising, and PSA commerdial



Santa Catalina Bighorn Sheep Reintroduction Advisory

Commitiee
Meeting Date: Augu.sf& 2013 o Start Time G6:00 P
Meeting Place: . | -G Time: 8:00 PM
Note Taker: Agenda Prepared By: J. Sacco
Kathy Nation
Attendees:
4. Sacceo, R. Vega, J. Harris, M. Quigley, J. Neeley, 1. Gorey, R Serraglio, T. Hawkins, B. Dolan, J
Sheehey, B. Ham, M. Stamer, B. Brochu, J. McGehee, R. Fink, T. Wade, 5. Guy, S. Helin, J. Heffelfinger,
M. Guerena
Guests: G&F Videographer, Carol Lynde and/or David Majure o
Please Bring: Calendar
I Agsnda Topics 7 Peréon{s} Responsible
Vi1, IntroductionsfAnnouncements/Mesting Dates 5 Minules S Sacco/All
Vv | 2. Recommendation Wrap up 20 Minutes J. SaccorAlf
‘=/ 3. Research discussion 25 Minutes J. Sacco/AN
4. Break 5 Minutes AH
5 Timeline review 10 Minutes M Qu:giey/AH
6. fund Raising 30 Minutes All
7. Public Meetings 30 Minutes All
3. Adjourn Al
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Santa Catalina Bighorn Sheep Reintroduction Advisory

Committee
Meeting Date: August 20, 2013 Start Time: 6:00 PM
teeting Place: Arizona Game and Fish Department End Time: 8:00 PM

555 N. Greasewood Road
Tucson, AZ 85745

Note Taker: Agenda Prepared By: J. Sacco
Kathy Mation

Attendees:
J. Sacco, R. Vega, J. Harris, M. Quigley, JNeelfey, L. Corey, R. Serraglio, T. Hawkins, B. Dolan, J.

Sheehey, B. Ham, M. Stamer,-B-Broehu, J. McGehee, R—Fink, T-Wade, S-Guy,S-Helth, J-HeHelinger-
M. Guerena, M T00L (G

Guesis: G&F Videographer-Caretkyrde-andfer-David Majure
Please Bring:

SN NS

Agenda Topics Person{s} Responsible

71, [ntroductions/Announcements/Meeting Dates 5 Minutes J. Sacco/All

2. Education proposals 35 Minutes T. Oshant Hawkins/All

3. Venues/Dates for public meetings/?Y{AMle#_ 20 Minutes J. Sacco/All

4. Break 5 Minutes All

5. Timeline review 10 Minutes M. Quigley/All

6. Fund Raising 20 Minutes B. Brochu/All

7. Media on Capture/Release day AC attendance 20 Minutes Al

8. Celebration event 10 Minutes All

9. Adjourn
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Santa Catalina Bighorn Sheep Reintroduction Advisory Committee Minutes
September 10, 2013

Attendees: Mike Quigley, Brian Dolan, Joe Sacco, Joe Sheehey, Trica Oshant Hawkins, Brian Ham, Ben
Brochu, bhn McGehes, Martin Guerena, San Helin, $halonda Guy, dm Heffelfinger

Guest Soeaker: None

Note Taker: Kandis Gavin

Location: Tucson Arizona Game and Fish Department Office
Time: 6PM-8PM

Meeting announcements: Brian Dolan- announcements, Brian Ham met with president of SAHBA, good
meeting, he asked pretty good questions, gave him all copies from group. Consider a letter of support
for the project.

Misty Novak with Oro Valley emailed Brian and said they have already put it on the agenda for the 18"
of September, 6 p.m.

We probably a need to touch basis with state legislatures. Gowen comes to mind. Joe Sacco will chat
with him.

Trica- any thought at all to talk with someone from Tohono O'odom, Pascua Yaqui “blessing with the
tribe?’ Just a thought. Native American connections to the Bighorn. Potentially negative outcome. Ray
Lee had interaction with the tribe. Possibly getting the opinion. Congressman Grijalva could get on track
with us. Recommendation.

Trica- writing her proposal to the Game and Fish for the heritage funds for the educational program.
Only funding for teacher development. Urban Wiidlife fund coordinator said she can make a case,
definitely can’t submit as a non-profit organization. Stan and Sholanda will be the sponsors.

Minutes:

Advisory committee composition- Jenny no longer will be here. Last day the 20™. Sky istand alliance is
still interested in being a part of committee. Will check to see who will be here and who will not. | the
advisory committee okay with getting another person? Yes.

HPCbufflegrass proposal- Brian- Sapt. 1% for the cydle, Sharon approved proposal for buffelgrass habitat
restoration. Trying to cover $36,850. Buffelgrass removal doesi't attract a lot of attention. Any source of
funds you may be able to tap into, with a grant? Have 6 months to decide on funding. January 12 2014.
Does this not fit under IPAM? Volunteer for pulling buffelgrassinstead of DOC?



SaddieBrooke presentation- is everybody on advisory committee going to be on the panel? Call Oro
Valley cound| to fet them know about Thursday.

Ben- going thru presentation. Bacorn has a cool picture from 1992 of BHS Ben will say please hold your
questionstill the end at presentation.

If people would like to donate, probably don’t want to accept right then and there.

It was recomimended to get out the presser on facebook page

Joe will make the following contacts and advise about the meeting:

SaddleBrooke, So AZ and Dove Mountain Hiking clubs, Catalina Sate Park, Town of Oro Valley
Previous Action Items:

Create Banner with ACmember Logos for public info meetings— Mark Hart/ Joe Sacco
Hatus: Logo Resolution was teo low for a large Banner

Send out an announcement for Saddlebrooke Public Meeting Sept. 12, 2013 — Mark Hart
Satus: Completed

Send out an invitation to the ACTor the public meeting — Joe Sacco

Hatus. Completed

St follow-up meeting with Oro Valley in prep for resolution — Brian Dotan

Satus: Completed

Attend joint meeting on enforcement of BHSManagement Area Order — John McGehee
Hatus: Completed

Revise Fundraising flyer — Ben Brochu

Satus: Completed

Look for Celebration venue (B Conquistador, Ventana Canyon et¢.) - Joe Sacco

Satus: Westward Look is reserved for 10/09/ 2013; waiting on confirmation on date for Ventana
Canyon

New Action ltems:
Contact hiking clubs, Catalina 8 and town of Oro Valley — e

Contact AZGFD Legislative Liaison - e



Contact TO Tribal Council Membersto see if a resolution for the projed is possible - Trica
Next Meeting(s): 9/26
Future Agenda ltems:

Forest Service Firescape plan timeline



Santa Catalina Bighorn Sheep Restoration Project
12/ 12/ 12 Meeting Notes

O Group determined future Meeting Dates

o}

Jdnuary 22, 24, Feb 7, 19 March 5

0 Ben Brochu and Joe Sacco provided a PowerPoint presentation.

o

O

Discussion of limiting factors
What should be priority; restoration effort or habitat sustainability?

What is the timeline for implementing Firescape? 2014 isthe desired date but it
isunsure at thistime.

0 Advisory Committee would like to forward support of Frescape
No prescribed burning currently scheduled

Extinguish fires below 4500’ feet to protect saguaros. Thisis done to maintain
habitat for iesser long-nosed bats. Fire frequency in desert areas historically is
low.

Discussion on the habitat evaluation

Next meeting will focus on the habitat evaluation methodology and similar
restoration effort(s) habitat evaluation scores and results of restoration effort in
comparison to the habitat evaluation.

0 Work to determine the threshold when the habitat is suitable tosupport
a sustainable restoration effort.

D iIndividual Group Members Expectations:

o}

e}

Healthy and functioning eco system sheep lions and without subsidy
Expectation that it will be contentious at timesand to look for compromises
Broad base of support for the project

Request that committee members consent on given issuesand work to that
conclusion



The value of BHSisto provide the interface and opportunity for people to see
BHS

To be able to see diverse wildlife in the Catalina’s
Commission wantsthisto be an effective process “model” for future efforts.

Restoration isimportant to maintain diverse wildlife examples gould’sturkeys,
black-tailed prairie dogs, Project isimportant to the agency.

Catalinas are missing something the mountain deserves sheep and the sheep
deserve the mountain we need to put our best foot forward. Fire has given us
this opportunity

Invest energy in collaborative manner to come up with a successful project

Remove the controversy from the project —broad base of support rally funding
sources

Work to get sheep on the mountain, working as a group; if it fails then we still
accomplished something because we will learn

Forest service values having the diversity and work on having alignment with
other Forest plans.

|deal outcome is a healthy ecosystem. It is highly regarded and visited.

Collaboration advances conservation so much further. Here in good faith and we
will have difficult conversations. Increase the trust between the community and
the Department (agencies). Very interested in the success of this process.

Committed to the process; start fresh try not to carry baggage into the prooess.
Sent time researching BHSon the Catalinas so there is a personal connection.

Just knowing they are there is extremely important to influence conservation
Thisisa new beginning and success will benefit future efforts

Businessman, sportsman, excited about the project. Draw for tourism is
important. Was also a student of Paul Krausman and is committed to work hard
on the restoration effort



&}

o}

Action ltems:

Process will succeed to the degree asto why the BHSare so important.
Proximity to the 2™ largest population center in the state is huge and will further
conservation awareness

Remembered the loss of the sheep; wantsto work and collaborate. Forest
service will be transparent.

No reason that we shouldn’t be able to work to a succassful outcome

Watchable wildlife is something the public values. Collars will ensure

Next meeting Firescape and media information will be the agenda ltems — Joe Mike and Brian

D.

Send out PowerPoint of the meeting—Ben B.

Forward notes ground rules and invitations for the scheduled meeting dates - Joe

Send information and respond to Advisory Committee request- Joe and Ben.

Solicitation of funding for second meeting — Joe, Ben, Mike, Brian D.

Send out the video dip from the Catalina ASP Ranger - be.

Note: 5mb limit for some so either CDswill be sent out or another method used



Santa Catalina Bighorn Sheep Reintroduction Advisory

Committee
Meeting Date: September 26, 2013 Start Time: 6:00 PM
ieeting Place: Arizona Game and Fish Department End Time: 8:00 PM

555 N. Greasewood Road
Tucson, AZ 85745

Note Taker: Agenda Prepared By: J. Sacco
Kandis Glavin
Attendees:

J. Sacco, R Vega, J. Harris, M. Quigley, J. Neeley, L. Corey, R. Serragiio, T. Hawkins, B. Dolan, J.
Sheehey, B. Ham, M, Stamer, B. Brochu, J. McGehee, R. Fink, T. Wade, 8. Guy, $. Helin, J. Heffeifinger,

M. Guerena

Guests:

Please Bring: Calendars

Agenda Topics 5 Person(s) Responsible

i/ 1. Introductions/Announcements/Meeting Dates &5 Minutes J. Sacco/All
V| 2. Fire and Firescape 50 Minutes S. Helin

3. Break 5 Minutes All
!/::4. Public Meeting Discussion — Ve fowvtci_ 10 Minutes J. Sacco/All
v 5. Hiking Restrictions- Reality v. Perception 20 Minutes B. Dolan/All
4 5. Fund Raising 20 Minutes B. Brochu/All

6. Developments/redevelopments in Wilderness 10 Minutes J. McGehes/All

7. Adjourn
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Santa Catalina Bighorn Sheep Reintroduction Advisory Committee Minutes
September 26, 2013

Attendees:. Mike Quigley, Brian Dolan, Joe Sacco, Joe Sheehey, Trica Oshant Hawkins, Brian Ham, Ben
Brochu, bhn McGehee, Martin Guerena, San Helin, Shalonda Guy, Mindi Lehew, Acasia Berry, Mark
Hart

Guest Jpeaker: None

Note Taker: Kathy Nation

Location:; Tucson Arizona Game and Fish Department Office
Time: 6PM-8PM

Meeting announcements:
Minutes:

Fire & Firescape-/ forest Service &an Helin: Are plan will be completed late fall 2014. The FSwantsto
bring fire to Pusch Ridge Wilderness, but that is not an easy thing.

Can Committee be of any assistance? It would be worth exploring ideas on how to help.
Fre and prescribed burns are dedded at Regional level not locally.

Fire can only happen if all of the conditions are met (environmental). Frefighter safety is also afactor.
There is also an increased scrutiny on Wilderness areas.

The burn would be a Type 1 prescribed, there are plansto bring in the Type 1 boss from the Kaibab
forest to evaluate conditions.

There are no natural barriersto ummerhaven to slow the fire.
There have been over 100 natural ignitionsin one 24 hour period with none of them burning.

Aspen Fire- Decision was made to stop fire intentionally from Romero Pass to Ventana because of cost
to fire and safety concerns.

How adaptive will the fire plan be with knowledge from past with sheep on mountain? The plan will be
vey adaptive.

HRCgrant to create afire break from Romero Trail to Sabino Canyon. Can Youth Conservation Corp. be
used to create fire break? Yes



Sheep are not the reason to bring fire back; FSdoesn’t consider wildlife needs to determine fire needs.

Sending aletter to the FSregional office from the Committee sends the wrong message, only concerned
about sheep. It is better to have each individual group and other interested groups send their own
letters of support for bring fire back. The sheep project isan opportunity for the FSto meet their fire
goals,

The biggest concern in bring fire back is the top of the mountain where Summerhaven and antennas are
focated

Public Meetings discussion:
Mic ladies not very attentive to getting the micto people waiting to speak.

Disappointed with turn out. Can meeting dates and times be included in each group's newsletter. Mark
H. will prepare press release.

Instead of starting with a video, make the video part of the presentation.

Westward Look wants to help spread the word.

Committee members and G&F personnel worked well together to show cohesiveness & balance.
Panel discussion was good format

Sate upfront that thisis a Q&A format

Keep as simple as possible, Remember your audience.

Have a Sgn-in table

Hiking Restrictions: Designated trail 400’ off trail during lambing season- any other trail is off limits. Be
proactive and send lettersto hiking dubs. Post signs saying “This area closed due to lambing season”

Bringin rep from hiking dubs
Lambing season is from Jan. 1 to April 30t

Fund Raising: 2 efforts, Sheep Society will put together list of every tag holder for last 10 years and raise
funds

Local business
La Reserve had at one time afund set up for bighorn habitat

Developments & redevelopements: La Reserve tank and maybe Table Mtn needs rehabbing, may need
helicopter to bringin power washers.



Wilderness Society against use of mechanical means to rehab water tanks and building any new tanks or
artificial water sources.

Previous Action items:
Look for Celebration venue (B Conquistador, Ventana Canyon etc.) - Joe Sacoo

Satus Westward Look is reserved for 10/ 09/ 2013; waiting on confirmation on date for Ventana
Canycn

Contact AZGFD Legistative Liaison - Joe

Satus: Completed

Contact TO Tribal Cound] Membersto see if a resalution for the project is possible - Trica
Hatus: Unknown

New Action ltems:

Next Meeting(s). 10/15, & 10/29

Public Meetings: Westward Look 10/9 6:30-8:30 and Ventana Canyon 10/23 6:30-8:30.

Future Agenda items:



Santa Catalina Bighorn Sheep Reintroduction Advisory Committee Minutes
October 15, 2013

Attendees: Mike Quigley, Brian Dolan, Joe Sheehey, Trica Oshant Hawkins, Brian Ham, John McGehee,
Martin Guerena

Guest Sreaker: None

Note Taker: Kandis Gavin

Location: Tucson Arizona Game and Fish Department Office
Time: 6PMV-8PM

Meeting announcements: Announcements: Calendar good dates for meetings- October 29" is not
good for alot of people. How about November 5?7 Keep mestings at once a month unlessincidents
occur.

Fire scape a big challenge, trail issue is going to be an issue also.

Trail regulations- may have to wait till after the Federal shutdown for Forest service.
Minutes:

Hiking organizations involved

Get Catalina parks involvement

Fima County was going to mark all trail heads.

Worth thinking about being proactive in publishing a pamphlet on trails currently in the closure. Linda
may be working on this. Mail to hiking dubs? Or designated trails?

Invite Catalina state park {0 next meeting
Depends how the volunteer or education pans out. If someone walks by three signs, not our fault.

They established alevel of carelessness. No citing for the first year. How important do you think it isto
the suocoess of the sheep? Very important, people start walking up and down that trail, it can be abit of
aproblem.

No dogs 365 days within recovery area, and no off trail hiking, never an ali-out trail closure.

That doesm’t apply to hunters with permits, spedial use permits. Could be over 3,000 deer permits.
Already exists with state land. Hunting license or tag? If you are actively hunting, ok. Depends on what



you are doing out there. | bought a hunting license and looking for lizards, they would be valid. When it
says permit, does that mean deer, or scouting?

If there is someone at the trailhead, who would be doing that? Volunteer groups.

We're going to have to be adapted to that, how are we going to get the forest service to close areas?
Landing areas, if we identify new ones, how are we going to protect their areas?

The more people we reach, the more effective it will be.

Can the forest service put some signs on the wildcat trails? We're going to have to get dlubs on our side.
We can win this by citing people.

Educational pamphiet needs to be made.

Most are not hiking dubs, mostly weekend hikers.

Maybe invite some good hiking clubs to next meeting?

If the telemetry data shows they aren’t using their habitat, might become worried.
Release in my mind doesn't seem to bother me.

Newsletter some of those groups have?

Bullet list of these ideas and give to Linda, who already has relationships with the hiking club.
Provide volunteer education. Peer reassure or educated.

Kind of stuck waiting on Forest service.

More work on hiking groups to educate them.

I think we should do this whenever Linda is ready to release.

Have Linda hold the meeting and BHSgroup will attend her meeting.

Kerry Baldwin is going to help support this, maybe have Fima County attend.

Forests sarvice has lost dose to 20 to 30 signs. Trailhead signs.

First Tuesday of every month- November 5. Tuesday, October 29th meeting cancelled.
23 isthe next public meeting

Were some questions on how publicized the meetings are.



On the 6" Martin is going to be making a presentation to Sabino Canyon.
Fundraising opportunity??? Hitting different groups, etc. no more than 20 minutes.
Isit okay if there are fwo slides on fundraising? Yes.

Fyer out, public meeting to get out in public. Flyersto hand out Mark can develop a 1page PDFto email
ad use the template form the fundraiser flyer.

Post at all sporting goods have to have it done before the weekend. RE, Summit Huts, Big 5,
sportsman’s warehouse, wal- marts,

If Randy sends it out to his people, you will get a lot of people opposed.

Someone mentioned these are a meeting to get your questions answered, not for comments, that was
very good to them announce.

Wanted to see what groups thought about people being allowed to go off trail with permits. Those trails
aren’'t very used by many sportsmen. Not worried about the sportsmen.

Table- how do we inform our groups?

Need to get time to do fundraising, kind of been on hold since Ben sent out that one list.
Tend on going to places that have an icon on door or truck, etc. and knock on door to ask.
Bring back project/ fund raising status?

Maybe do events at a RESTAURANT, some of the profits go to BHS?

Brian will contact Ventana canyon and will lef us know what he says.

If we don't have that many people donate that will be invited to the release. How are we going to do
that? Who can go? Who can't? How do we decide?

Not closing park on release. After party, do we invite VIPS?

November 23 is the after party. Joe is still working on a place, Catalina state park.
We as advisory committee are invited, can we bring someone???

Need to cover logistics of the release.

Aslong asit’s not a place people usually go too.

Sutdown will affect capture? As far as we know, no.

Previous Action ltems;



Next Meeting(s): 11/05

Future Agenda ltems:



@ama Catalina Bighorn Sheep Reintroduction Adwsm‘y

Commitiee
Meeting Date: November 5, 2013 Start Time: 6:00 PM B
Mieeting Place: Arizona Game and Fish Department End Time: 8:00 PM

555 N. Greasewood Road
Tucson, AZ 85745

Note Taker:
Kathy Nation

Agenda Prepared By: J. Sacco

Attendees:

Sheehey, B. Ham, M. Stamer, B. Brochu, J. McGehee, R. Fink, T.
M. Guerena

J. Sacco, R. Vega, J. Harris, M. Quigley, J. Neeley, L. Corey, R. Serraglio, T. Hawkins, B. Dolan, J.
Wade, 5. Guy, S. He%n J. Heffelfinger,

Guests:

Steve Hags, Catalina State Park Manager __ (_}a& ITOYVIYMOQDM ;

Please Bring:

Agenda Topics

Person{s) Responsible

4K} Introductions/Announcements/Meeting Dates 15 Minutes J. Saccc/All
1 2. Capture/Release 15 Minutes J. Sacco
3. Public Meeting Debrief/Celebration update 10 Minutes J. Sacco/All
Vi 4. Media and Messaging 10 Minutes M. Hart/all
v 5. Break 10 Minutes All
#6. Tribal Considerations 10 Minutes | R. VegalJ. Sacco/T. Oshant
Hawkins
VI 7. Mortalities-notification, investigation, depredation 40 Minutes J. Sacco/All
/8. Update on MRDG and EA 1¢ Minutes M. Stamer/S. Guy
9. Adjourn
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AC Meeting 11/5/2013 — My Notes

Announcements:

Ben is at net gunner schoot through Wednesday
Others?

Capture and release

Trica: Attendance atthe Release - wha, where, how?

Mark and | have had several raquests from schools, resource people, media, ete. and that is something
we really need to address before the release.

Mark; wildlife rehabber Kathie Schroeder- the only one locally who has worked with bighorn
sheep, has asked to attend.

We need a plan to address this, vetted by the committee, because more such requests are likely. We
should expect pushback.

There will be those who say that a state agency conducting an operation within a state park can’t have
an exclusive list of invitees (i.e., advisory committee, donors and news media). if public safety is the
concern, then only essential personnel should be present.

Miore recently we are hearing that we moy hove more than one member of the Arizona Gome and Fish
Commission attending, which likely will trigger the Open Meeting low. In thut case, we cannot close
the event to the general public.

NEED TQ INVITE DONORS: Who will do this?

--Media and messaging revisited s / 7
-with emphasis on next 30 days (capture and release} ¥ — ﬁ_@,\q&m\ Faor (b DTVRE -

-Preactive and potential reactive media « e Pofé s Lot iS8 -
~Talking Points revision -

—-Updates on logistical items:
-USFS MRDG and EA for helicopters, timeline affected by USG closure?

-Capture/Release
-Source Survey resulis/stil good to go?
-MRDGs for the capture signed-off? YES
-Houndsman contract signed? v*
-Department's EA Checklist completed? v
-Any remaining boxes fo check?
-Anticipated schedules and site logistics v
-Medis and messaging (see above}



Santa Catalina Bighorn Sheep Reintroduction Advisory Committee Minutes
November 5, 2013

Attendees. Raul Vega, Joe Sacco, Sergio Avila, Randy Serraglio, Mike Quigley, Brian Dolan, Joe
Sheehey, Trica Oshant Hawkins, John McGehee, Martin Guerena, Mark Hart, Marc Samer, San Helin,
Shalonda Guy, MW Harris

Guest Speaker: None

Note Taker: Kathy Nation

Location: Tucson Arizona Game and Fish Department Office
Time: 6PM-8PM

Meeting announcements: Benisat netgunner training.

Mark Hart and Joe Sacco were guest on “The Visit” (KVOI 1030am) with Joe Breyfus and discussed the
project.

Minutes:

0 Capture and Release Logistics: Nov. 16" capture 15 sheep in Trigo Mtns. Transport to staging
area on the Imperial National Wildlife Refuge. Hopingto have all 15 captured by noon.

{1 Nov. 17™ capture final 15 from the Pomosa Mtns,, transport via trailer to Catalina Sate Park.
Travel to release site, position trailer, set up release site and designate spectator area.

L Nov.18" transport to release site and release at around 7:30 a.m.

71 The sheep will be monitored by the Dept. Vet. Anne Justice —Allen, they will be given a health
assessment, data collection and fitted with a collar.

It Who can go to capture: Sector 9, Commissioner Harris, Trica (3un) Mike?
Media:

0 KGUN & KOLD are possible for capture, all local stations at release

1 Saging areaistrailhead parking lot Montrose Canyon Trail head.

T Fyerswill be at trailhead - THISTRAIL CLOSED ON NOV. 18™"

0 Should send e-mail to hiking dubs notifying them also



1 Hounds man's contract awarded and will take effect on Nov. 15th
{1 The hounds man will do a walk through with dogs looking for lion sign and areas lions might use.

71 Number of people at release; committee members, Kathie Schroeder (local rehabber), School
children, media

1 The sheep’s welfare isthe highest concern; they may be released early if they are in distress

0 Raul will contact Brian Wakeling to establish the highest number of observersthat he thinksis
acceptable

(! Public meeting and Celebration Nov.23™ from 4-6 at a location to be determined, possibly B
Conquistador, La Reserve, Ventana Canyon or Sabino Canyon.

O Invited guests could include, Oro Valley Town Coundil, Fima County Supervisors, Reps. Grijalva,
Barber, AGFD Commiissioners 50-75 people total

Media/ messaging

i (oordinate message; what’s best for sheep, holistic approach, thisisjust the starting point for
the project, alot more to come

& Joe will e-mail talking points for review, return by Mon. Nov. 11" with any changes
. Mike will talk with Doug Ramsey, Public Radio

[ KUAT, KX approached Sergio Avila about project.

T Tribal Consideration:

Lt Tryto get Hder to bless sheep before release; Trica will work with her contacts in the Tohono
Codham

MRDG EA
1 letterson scoping went out in mid Sept., received 4 comments back
L/ Fnal document late Feb/ early March no helicopter use until then.
Mortalities:

O BEntire committee getsan e-mail when a mortality signal is received and after determining cause
of death and hounds man tracks with results and findings

o Invitation to Committee membersthat want to assist with investigation

o Dosethe commitiee desire to meet?



O Necropsy Kit and protocol will be used.
o Reviewed protocol form
[1 Concern about the emphasis of the investigation; determining if 00D was predation is priority
[0 Agrossanalysis of ML stomach to determine if sheep or other prey was consumed.
O Shalonda will send Brian Dolan the copy of brochure that the FSdeveloped
Action ltems:
Ask when we get 1ab resuits from the sheep capture - Joe
Next Meeting(s): 12/03

Future Agenda ltems:



Santa Catalina Bighorn Sheep Reintroduction Advisory Committee  12/03/13

Media Messaging:

Raul spoke about the committee working together for the sheep and the need to
develop a plan to work through this situation.

Brian Dolan asked why a press release issued on the mortalities.

Mark Hart, it was released per department policy.

The department needs o maintain transparency

Mark has been fielding numerous media requests since release went out

Sergio made a motion to edit ground rule #12 to state no press releases until after
the committee meets to review.

Commissioner Harris: set a standard set of releases after any incident occurs.
Don’t put out all of the details

Developed protocol for media relations
Weekly statement briefing unless public safety or critical event occurs

We have to the media aware that this is a different process and will be weekly
status updates

Don’t volunteer information

Who is responsible for updates

Updates lag a week, updates info is from Wed. to the next Wed.

Put information in proper context

One member of the committee and department rep to write status reports
Media request in writing and copied to all committee members for approval

Raul will take protocol to Phoenix for Director’s approval
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Santa Catalina Bighorn Sheep Reintroduction Advisory Committee 12/12/13

Guests: Jm Hinkle, Asst. Director AGFD, FOD, and dm Paxon, Information Branch
Chief, AGFD

Emergency meeting called to deal with media storm.

Meeting moved to another location due to public protest held at the Tucson
Office

Raul opened meeting by statingthe Dept. and Committee need to have an
agreement on media relations.

Jm Hinkle gave a brief history of his career with the department, he also
recognized the hard work and commitment of the committee. He stated that the
project was already a success because of the work of the committee. He
recognizes the success of the committee by coming together and working through
the project. The committee needsto cooperate and play to each others strengths.
It is good that the public's passion has been ignited but there needs to be timely
media updates.

Jm Paxon gave a brief personal history on his work with the USFSand how he
brings different experiences and viewpointsto the department. He stated that
Director Voyles is proud of the accomplishments of the committee.

Sheep on the Car\talinas on 2 conditions:

1. Biologically possible
2. Gain widespread public support.

There were 5 areas looked at for sheep relocation and the Catalinas was moved to
top of list because of this committee.

The Director has 4 pillars for the department’s success

1. People
2. Quality of Sdence
3. Commission



4. Public's passion for wildlife.
Credibility is the center point of the pillars

Sheep reintroduction is not a G&F driven project, but is a public supported
project.

It is along term project and will require determination and tenacity. The
probability of lions taking sheep was 100%and the committee was aware of this.

His philosophy on bad news is “ Go early even if it isugly” be upfront about what
is happening. Media will invent stories if no updates are given.

Jm Paxon gave examples of bad mediarelations.

He also commented on the website only having the May news release and the
July OPEd . He said that it should be populated with FAQs and videos.

Committee need to designate a spokesman and be available or give authorization
to G&F staff to perform those duties

Weekly updates: who is taking responsibility for putting them out, also send to
different websites-G&F, USFS hiking clubs, committee members websites.

Crisis management: there is a difference between breaking news & op eds. There
will be an article in the Arizona Republic on Sunday. Linda Valdez contacted dm
Paxon for information for the article.

He stated that conservation is never easy, you have to go against the grain.
The Director wants to know there is public support for the project.
In 1950, 51%of Arizonans hunted, in 2010, 19%o0f Arizonans hunted

Trica asked “Is there a different mindset within the department, since sodety has
changed and we now have more conservationists than hunters?

Jm Paxon answered the question by talking about the wolf reintroduction, and
Watchable Wildlife programs that the department has now.



In 2012 60% of our 85,000,000.00 budget came from sale of hunting & fishing
licenses and PR& DJacts.

We need to manage wildlife forever, when hunters decrease where will the
money came from- Watchable Wildlife programs.

Brian Dolan felt that dm Paxon was condescending and did not recognize the
work that has already been done.

He stated that the committee members all had jobs and could not be available
several hours anight to release information.

Media sees this story asa“fire” and wantsimmediate info.

“No Comment” is not an option for G&F when asked for information.
Public records request must be released

Can we control the message & release information on our terms

Jdm Hinkle: the initial news release should not have gone out.

Jm Paxon: the committee is not prepared to handle media storm

Info on sheep movement & mortality is on need to know basis, only the WiMs will
get info.

 Needto develop FAQand put it on website and direct request to website. G&F
has someone who can help with website and FAQs

Need to schedule press conference to answer media questions: with holidays
coming up schedule after first of year. Date set at Jan. 8"

Agee to not release information after every sheep or lion kill

Raul: Sense that committee wants to continue working together, but needsto
have sound process in place to deal with crises.

Acaia: can we expect more dead sheep? Aslong as sheep stay in dense wooded
areas, expect more mortalities.



All of the mortalities to date have been in fair to poor sheep habitat.

Need to work with the Forest Service on habitat improvements before release of
more sheep.

There have been 11 plus successful transplants of sheep in AZ

How does thistransplant camper to others? Every one is different and thisisan
adaptive management plan.



First status update tentatively set for next Friday 12/13/13

Can committee help with mortality signals, volunteers could check signals with
VHF radio? Thereis a radio at the Golder Ranch Fire Department.

The collars have a cycle, (8a.m. to 2 p.m.} if no movement is detected during that
cycle a mortality signal is issued. The mortality cycle overrides the normal, if
during the mortality cycle there is 15 minutes of movement the collar reverts

back to the normal cycle.

John McGehee and Martin Guerena gave an status report on the 2 mortalities and
the lion kills. They provided the committee with photo evidence of lion predation

on the sheep.

Joe will send protocol out tomorrow for review, due back by Thurs.

Next Meeting 1/7/14.



Santa Catalina Bighorn Sheep Reintroduction Advisory

Committee
Meeting Date: January 7, 2014 Start Time: 6:00 PM
Meeting Place: Arizona Game and Fish Department End Time: 8:00 PM
555 N Greasewood Road
Tucson, AZ
Note Taker: Agenda Prepared By:
Kathy Nation J. Sacco

Attendees:

Paxon, Jim Hinkle

J. Sacco, R. Vega, J. Harris, M. Quigley, S. Avila, R Serraglio, T. Hawkins, B. Dolan, J. Sheehey, B. Ham,
M. Stamer, B. Brochu, J. McGehee, R. Fink, T. Wade, 8. Guy, &. Helin, J. Heffelfinger, M. Guerena, Jim

Guests:

Please Bring:

Agenda Topics xg% D?/c//p?{y i/ I'\Q{’G_/

Person(s) Responsible

-/ 1. Introductions/Announcements/Meeting Dates 10 Minutes J. Sacco/All
2. Bighorn Sheep Status — Trigo v. Plomosa 35 Minutes B. Brochu /4. McGehee
V| 3. Media Reiations Plan Status 10 Minutes All
4. Break 10 Minutes
&’} 5. Press Conference Preparation 30 Minutes M. Quigley/All
v16 Fund Raising 15 Minutes B. Brochu/ All
V] 7. Release of Tnformaiion to Educational institution 10 Minuies T. Oshani-Hawkins/All
8. Adjourn
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Santa Catalina Bighorn Sheep Reintroduction Advisory Committee 02/04/14
Announcements:

Nathan Jackson has been hired as an intern.

Les Corey resigned from the committee today.

Gen Dickins Wants o rejoin the committee as an observer

Commission Meetingisin OroValley at Qty Hall onMarch 7th & 8™. Thisis a good
time to brief the commission on project at the open forum.

Next meeting March 4'" at AGD.

There are 23 sheep alive

The sheep are in the reintroduction area

657 is most likely a bobcat kill. Bobcat killsarerare
Brian D.: don’t say a bobcat killed this sheep, say it was afeline mortality
Collars update: 40% average update on daily basis
Changing upload sequence to between 2a.m. and Sa.m.
5-6 collars upload at atime

Looking at new technology

Where do we go from here? What are our options?
How can we help the remaining sheep stay alive?

Volunteers are monitoring sheep. We need to establish a regular schedule for
volunteers.

What isthe number threshold for adapting the plan?

Protocol isn't successful due to lack of datafrom collars



Discussed future of project and lion kills:

Maybe have hounds man start earlier on mortality signal
Focus on area that most benefits the sheep

Define good sheep area

Reasonable distance from mortality within same drainage %2-3/4 mile and
adjacent drainages

Schedule additional meeting on Feb. 18" to discuss mountain lions
Publicrecords request & Media
Jm Paxon discussed open records policy

Jm Odenkirk, public records request have 48-72 hrs. to respond to simple
request, and 10 days for multiple requests

In depth requests have to give time frame for answer.
All emails are archived.

Dept. policy: Any request from a Legislature or Senator will be answered
immediately.

The Director wants the media plan to be modified because the Dept. hasa
responsibility to inform the public

Need to have internal communication within the committee before and press
release

Speak with one voice not separately.
AZ Daily Sar has circulation of 92,000 during the week and 104,000 on Sunday.
Need to find other media outletsto offset the Sar.

Sgnificant events post on website with history and information on project.



Santa Catalina Bighorn Sheep Reintroduction Advisory

Committee
Méeting Date: February 18, 2014 Start Time: 6:00 PM
Meeting Place: Arizona Game and Fish Departrnent End Time: 8-:00 PM
" 555 N Greasewood Road
Tucson, AZ
Note Taker: Agenda Prepared By:
Kathy Nation J. Sacco

Attendees:

J. Sacco, R. Vega, J. Harris, M. Quigley, S. Avila, R. Serraglio, T. Hawkins, B. Dolan, J. Sheehey, B. Ham,
M. Stamer, B. Brochu, J. McGehee, R. Fink, T. Wade, §. Guy, 5. Helin, J. Heffelfinger, M. Guerena, Jim
Paxon, Jim Hinkle

Guests:

Please Bring:

Agenda Topics Person(s) Responsible
1; introductions/Announcements/Meeting Dates 10 Minutes J. Sacco/All
V/Z. Story Telling Opportunity 5 Minutes M. Quigley -
/3. Bighorn Sheep Status Field Report 10Minutes | 2 Bm”M”C/ . Guerenall
¥ 4. Adaptive Management 25 Minutes All
5. Break 10 Minutes
8. Adaptive Management (cont) 50 Minutes All
| 7. Future Agenda Items/Action ltams 10 Minutes J. Sacco/All
8. Adjourn o
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Santa Catalina Bighorn Sheep Reintroduction Advisory

Committee
Meeting Date: March 4, 2014 Start Time: 6:00 PM
Meeting Place: Arizona Game and Fish Depariment End Time: 8-00 PM
555 N Greasewood Road
Tucson, AZ
Note Taker: Agenda Prepared By:
Kathy Nation J. Saceo

Attendees:

Paxon, Jim Hinkle

J. Sacco, R. Vega, J. Harris, M. Quigiey, S. Avila, R. Serraglio, T. Hawkins, B. Doian, J. Sheehey, B. Ham,
M. Stamer, B. Brochu, J. McGeheg, R. Fink, T. Wade, S. Guy, 5. Helin, J. Heffelfinger, M. Guerena, Jim

Guests:

Please Bring:

Agenda Topics

Person(s} Responsible

1. Intreductions/Announcements/Meeting Dates 5 Minutes J. Sacco/All
;, Story Telling Opportunity — follow up 5 Minutes All
/ 3, Cornmission Receaption and Meeting 10 Minutes J. Sacco
/4. Bighorn Sheep Status Field Report : 15 Minutes B. i;gg;igng/ fgzﬁzaﬂ‘
/5. Adaptive Management 20 Minutes - All
b. Break 3 Aofinutes
7. Adapiive Management {(cont) 35 Minutes All
8. Updates/Recent EventslMerunbership 10 Minutes B, Dolan/J. Sacco
8. Future Agenda ltems/Action tems 10 Minutes All

10. Adjourn
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Committee
Meeting Date: Aprit 1, 2014 Start Time: 6:00 PM
Meeting Place: Arizona Game and Fish Department End Time: 800 PM

555 N Greasewood Road
Tucson, AZ

Note Taker:
Kathy Naticn

Agenda Prepared By;
| J. Sacco

Attendees:

J. Saceo, R. Vega, J. Harris, M. Quigley, S. Avila, R. Serraglio, T. Hawkins, B. Dolan, J. Sheehey, B, Ham,
M. Stamer, B. Brochu, J. McGehee, R. Fink, T. Wade, S. Guy, S. Halin, J. Heffelfinger, M. Guerena, Jim
Paxon, Jim Hinkle

Guests:

Please-Bring:-

Agenda Topics

Person(s} Responsible

"/; 1. introductionsznﬂounoements/Meeting Dates 5 Minutes J. Sacco/All
~ v/| 2. Bighorn Sheep Status Field Report &4 Uﬁ"im‘iﬂ—“ﬁo\ 15 Minutes B Bracfﬁc/éwéhit;erenaﬂ.
/43. Reintroduction success and research opportunities 40 Minutes J. Hervert/B. Jensen
4 Break 10 Minutes
"/ﬁ5. Reintroduction success and research opporiunities {cont) 20 Minutes All
8. Administrative Removal Techniques \“.3{!\}‘* ‘/W ?‘iﬂ’(ﬁ— 15 Minutes = Al
7. MRDG Status 10 Minutes M. Stamer/S. Guy
8. Future Agenda ltems/Action ltems 5 Minutes J. Saceca
9. Adjourn '
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Santa Catalina Bighorn Sheep Reintroduction Advisory

555 N Greasewood Road

Committee
Meeting Date: May13, 2014 N Start Time: 6:00 PM
Meeting Place: Arizorra Game and Fish Department End Time: 8-00 PM

Paxon, Jim Hinkle

Tucson, AZ
Note Taker: Agenda Prepared By:
Kathy Nation J. Sacco
Attendees:

J. Saceo, R. Vega, J. Harris, M. Quigley, S. Avila, R. Serraglio, T. Hawking, B. Dolan, J. Sheehay, B. Ham,
M. Stamer, B. Brochu, J. McGehee, R. Fink, T. Wade, S. Guy, S. Helin, J. Heffelfinger, M. Guerena, Jim

Guests:

Please Bring:

Agenda Topics

Person{s} Responsible

1. Introductions/Announcements/Meeting Dates 5 Minutes J. Sacco/All

“4% 2. Bighorn Sheep Status Field Report 15 Minutes B Bmdﬁc/gé hi L;erena/J.
3. Habitat Management Opportunities 25 Minutes J. Sacco/All

% 4. Population Augmentation 15 Minutes ROy
5. Break 10 Minutes '

V/G. Media Cpportunities 20 Minutes S'pg,mn Al

W17, Administrative-Remeval-Fechnigques 15 Minutes All

/8. MRDG Siatus/Pack Animals goats/iamas 20 Minutes Al

9. Future Agenda ltems/Action Hems 5 Minutes J. Sacco

10. Adjourn
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Santa Catalina Bighorn Sheep Reintroduction Advisory Committee Meeting
05/13/14

The next meeting is June 3 at AZGFD.
Population Augmentation:
E Saff is behind the plan to relocate 2 rams to augment the remaining sheep.
Where will the rams come from?
Region 4 has some ramsthat can be used.

Mike Q. would prefer sheep that didn't come from source populations that have
active lion management on going.

It was stated that the reason there are source populations of sheep is due to lion
management

- Mt. Lions are expanding their territories into the Eastern U.S from source
populationsin the west.

Brian D. wants the rams to come from Units 22 or 24B because they are lion savvy
aiready.

Siverbell Mtns. Are not an option due to disease and other mitigating factors.
The timeline for release is the end of June, July 1% the latest.

The committee is supportive of the augmentation plan.

Thisis a good opportunity to highlight the adaptive management plan.

There will be no advanced notice to public or media of upcoming augmentation,
there will be no media present at release.

Release sit istentatively in La Quiche Canyon which is a straight shot up to the
remaining sheep.



Jm H. will get proposal started up the chain of command 5/ 14/ 14 to start the
process for getting the rams.

Sergio A Wantsto know how do we learn from past experiences to make this
release and the next one more successful?

The Department is taking over the EA checklist to be able to use helicopters for
2Md transplant.

Satus:

[t’s been 60 days since last mortality, ewes and lambs are in historic bighorn
habitat on Pusch Ridge, and all but one are together.

The lone mature ram is still in the Sabino Canyon area but is heading west
towardsthe ewes.

The uncollared immature ram was last seen in late Feb.
There was discussion on using a different vendor, Norstar, for collars.

Firescape:

Invite San Helin and Jdm Upchurch to the next meeting to start the firescape
discussion. Joe S has models and maps that were developed by an intern to show
where fire is needed for sheep habitat, and he will send these to the Forest
Service for their review.

Environmental community needs to pressure Rep. Grijalva to pressure the Forest
Service to implement the firescape plan.

Jm Paxon discussed letter sent to Sandy Bahr of the Serra Qub inresponseto a
letter she sent to Director Voyles and Commisioner Harris about her concerns
about the project.



Santa Catalina Bighorn Sheep Reintroduction Advisory

Committee
Meeting Date: June 3, 2014 Start Time: 6:00 PM
Meeting Place: Arizona Game gnd Fish Department End Time: 8:00 P

555 N Greasewood Road
Tucson, AZ

Agenda Prepared By:
J. Baceo

Note Taker:
Kathy Nation

ttendees:
J. Sacco, R. Vega, J. Harris, M. Quigley, S. Avila, R. Serraglic, T. Hawkins, B.

Paxon, Jim Hinkle

Dolan, J. Sheehey, B. Ham,

M. Stamer, B. Brochu, J. McGehee, R. Fink, T. Wade, S. Guy, S. Helin, J. Heffelfinger, M. Guerena, Jim

Guests:

Piease Brmg

Agenda Topics

Person{s) Responsible

1. IntroductionsiAnnouncements/Meeting Dates —~5 Minutes J. Sacco/All
2. Bighorn Sheep Status Field Report 10 Minutes 8 B'—Dcﬁc/gé higere”aﬂ'
3. USFS Discussion 45 Minutes Stan Helin
4. Break 10 Minutes
5. USFS Discussion (cont.) 25 Minutes Sfan Hefm
8. Media Opportunity 10 Minutes o B Ham
7. Release Sites T 10 Minutes M Guerenal/t McGehee
§. Future Agenda ltems/Action ltems ) 5 Minutes J. Sacco
9. Adjourn
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Santa Catalina Bighorn Sheep Reintroduction Advisory

Committee
Meeting Date: February 4, 2014 Start Time: 6:00 PM
Meeting Place: Arizona Game and Fish Departnﬁent | End Time: 8:00 P
555 N Greaseweod Road
Tucson, AZ
Note Taker: Agenda Prepared By:
Kathy Nation J. Sacco

Attendees:

4. Sacco, R. Vega, J. Harris, M. Quigley, S. Avila, R. Serraglio, T. Hawkins, B. Dolan, J. Shechay, B. Ham,
M. Stamer, B. Brochu, J. McGehee, R. Fink, T. Wade, S. Guy, S. Helin, J. Heffelfinger, M. Guerena, Jim
Paxon, Jim Hinkle

Guests: i[jq_ﬂ I

Please Bring: |

Agenda Topics Person{s) Responsible
L//1. Introduciicns/Anncuncements/Meeting Dates 10 Minuies J. Sacco/All
v/ [‘%. Bighorn Sheep Status — New Intern 15 Minutes B. Broof;bt,}'c/gé fi\ Zerena/J.
\//3. Adaptive Management 25 Minutes All
z}. Break 10 Minuies
‘;/ 5. Adaptive Management (cont) 20 Minutes Alf
6. Public Records Reqguest and Communication 15 Minutes J. Paxon
-T%. Volunteers —Who, How, When  __ /r/:!»f.]:-L ;ﬁ;) 15 Minutes M. Quigltey/All
,7%*8_ Data Sharing Protocol Update T/‘L{g/;/;_ 10 Minutes T. Oshant-Hawkins/All
S, Adjourn
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Santa Catalina Bighorn Sheep Reintroduction Advisory

Committee
Meeiing Date: Juby 1, 2014 Start Time: 6:00 PM
Meeting Place: Arizona Game and Fish Department End Time: 3:00 PM

555 N Greasewood Road
Tucson, AZ

Note Taker: Agenda Prepared By:
Kathy Nation J. Sacco
Attendees:

J. Sacco-BEMegard. Harris, M-Guigley, S-Avita-R-Serragho; T. Hawkins, B.

Paxenrdirtinkde AJ Fae psord

Dolan, d-Shkeehey, B. Ham,

_b_Stamer, B. Brochu, &-MeGehee, R-Eirk, T \Wads; 5-Guy, S. Helin, J. Heffelfinger, M. Guerena, Jisr

Guests:

Please Bring:

Agenda Topics

Person(s) Responsible

¥ 1. Introductions/Announcements/Meeting Dates 5 Minutes J. Sacco/All

i 2. Bighorn Sheep Status Field Report 10 Minutes B. Brochu /M. Guerena
i 3. Committee Membership 5 Minutes All

v 4. Collars - Iridium vs. Global Star 40 Minutes B. Brochu/M. Guerena
v] 5. Break 10 Minutes

¥ 6, Future of the project 25 Minutes All

V] 7. EAMRDG update 10 Minutes J. Sacce

] 8/ Release Sites 10 Minutes M. Guerena/J. Sacco
‘*/9. Future Agenda ltems/Action ltems 5 Minutes J. Sacco

10. Adjourn
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Santa Catalina Bighorn Sheep Reintroduction Advisory Committee Minutes
July 1, 2014

Attendeas: Jbe Sacco, Brian Doian, Trica Oshant Hawkins, Martin Guerena, San Helin, MV Harris, Brian
Ham, Nathan Jackson

Guest Soeaker: None

Note Taker: J Sacco |

Location: Tucson Arizona Game and Fish Department Office
Time: 6PM-8PM

Meeting announcements: Acasia Berry has left SA, Jan Holder is the incoming Executive Director.
Minutes:
U BHSRatusreport by Nathan Jackson
o Showed the location of the sheep and tracked the ram with the ewes.
o Ben talked about plading 10 Mineral Blocks for the sheep to supplement selenium
o Asked if there were objections—there were none

o Blocksare being placed in locations where sheep are at. The blocks could be used by
deer aswell.

o Brian Dolan discussed the use of salt in Unit 27 and the positive effect on recruitment.
(1 Concerns about water in the PRVA
o lssueswith using primitive tools to adequately perform the renovation needed.

0 Benand Nathan provided a table w/ the mortalities, the cause, circumstances and lessons
learned

o Brian H. asked for kill site photosto be induded
O Report on the conversation with the Lotek representative on Iridium vs. Global Sar Collars

o IRhastwo way communication allowing for programing to address issues such as false
mortality alerts



i

o Global Sar doesnot have thisfeature so once programmed it cannot be changed until
the collar isin hand.

o IRtracks more satellites 97%vs. GS87%
o GSMortality alert —uploads and provides 3 locations every 30 seconds.

o If thereisadelay in uploading once the upload happens IRfills in the gaps with GSif
there are missed uploads they are not available until the collar isretrieved.

o Suggested to proceed with the majority of the oollérs being Iridium and experimenting
with a few Gobal Sar collars.

o Mark Albrecht hasa study in Minnesota and uses both collars and has not had a
problem with either one uploading indicating that our issues may not necessarily be
collar related.

Discussed training and recruiting volunteers— need to add more to the cadre of individuals
o Who should we recruit? Want people we can trust that will put forth the effort needed.
AGFD are working on getting the Wildlife Sredalist 1 Position for the project

The ACMembers present — B. Ham, B. Dolan, T. Oshant Hawkins, voted to move forward with
ordering collars and preparing for transplant.

Trica believes that most in the community are comfortable with the second release

Committee Membership — Members present and Randy Seraglio and Mike Quigley voted to
reinstate Glen Dickens on the Committee. S Aviladid not vote.

MW Harris will be attending the WARWA Conference and asked if there were any issues that
Committee would like him to explore

o Nonewere offered
ACmembers believe that our focus should be on habitat maintenance and enhancement

o Suggested that it may be necessary to take this up with the Senate Natural Resources
Committee

o It would be also good to show other success and what it took to get populations
reestablished.

Action ltems:

Next Meeting(s): August 05, 2014



Santa Catalina Bighorn Sheep Reintroduction Advisory

Committee
Meeting Date: August 5, 2014 Start Time: 6:00 PM
Meeting Place: Arizona Game and Fish Department £nd Time: 8:00 PM

555 N Greasewoad Road

Tucson, AZ
Note Taker: Agenda Prepared By:
Kathy Nation J. Sacco
Attendees:

J. Bacco, R. Vega, 4- Harris, M. Quigley, S. Avila, R. Serraglio, T. Hawkins, B. Delan, J. Sheehey, B. Ham,
M. Sizmmer, B. Brochu, J. McGehee R-FinkeT= -W-ade--S—Guy ~S-Helin, J. Heffelfmger M. Guerena, :Hm—~—~

Poon-dirrdiskde-  Toonp | ATL Delasted.
Guesis:
Please Bring:
Agenda Topics Personis) Responsible
1% 1 Introductions/Announcements/Meeting Dates 5 Minutes J. SaccorAll
W Bighorn Sheep Status Field Report 10 Minutes B. Brochu /M. Guerena
3. Future of the Project 45 Minutes All
"/ﬂ. Break 5 Minutes
v 5. EA Wildermsss Letter 15 Minutes R. Serraglio
VVB. Release Sites— 20 Minutes M. Guerena
v} 7. Public Meeting Opportunities 15 Minutes J. Sacco
/8. Future Agenda ltems/Action lfems 10 Minutes J. Sacco
5. Adjourn J. Sacco
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Santa Catalina Bighorn Sheep Reintroduction Advisory Committee Minutes
August 5, 2014

Attendees: Joe Sacco, R Vega, M. Quigley, S Avila, B. Brochu, Brian Dolan, Trica Oshant Hawkins,
Martin Guerena, Josh Taiz, dm Heffelfinger, Joe Shechey, Brian Ham, Nathan Jackson

Guest Soeaker. None

Note Taker: J Sacco

Location: Tucson Arizona Game and Fish Department Office
Time: 6PM-8PM

Meeting announcements: Nathan Jackson has been hired by the Research Branch and will be working
on the sheep project in this capacity

Minutes:
[ BHSSatusreport
o 2 ewesare north of Pusch Ridge near Buster Soring.
o Ramwas exhibiting rutting behavior.

o Distributed the Mortalities table and discussed the learning curve associated with the
project.

0 Joe Sheehey — concerned about the effectiveness of the collars

o Discussed the results of the meeting with Lotek

o Gobal &ar vs. Iridium the pros and cons

0 IRcan be reprogramed after collars are deployed GScannot

o Asked about Unit 1 and the results of using the IRcollars there — no report
11 Trica asked about preparing for the next release and having volunteersto help out.

o SQuggested having a backup plan in the case of the collar failure

o Concerned about having enough volunteersto help out with mortalities.

o Mortality functions on the collars appear to be functioning properly



o The IRfillsin the blanks during the time that the coliars do not down load. The GS
collars will have the data but will not be able download the data until the collarsare
retrieved.

o Do we need more receivers? — No
0 Reviewed Ram augmentation

o Blocks are being placed in locations where sheep are at. The blocks could be used by
deer aswell.

o Brian Dotlan discussed the use of salt in Unit 27 and the positive effect on recruitment.
0O Concerns about water in the PRWA
o lssueswith using primitive tools to adequately perform the renovation needed.IR

0 Benand Nathan provided atable w/ the mortalities, the cause, circumstances and lessons
learned

o Brian M. asked for kill site photosto be included
T Report on the conversation with the Lotek representative on Iridium vs. Gobal Sar Coliars

o IRhastwo way communication allowing for programing to address issues such as false
mortality alerts

o Global ar doesnot have this feature so once programmed it cannot be changed until
the collar isin hand.

o IRtracks more satellites 97%vs. GS87%
o GSMortality alert — uploads and provides 3 locations every 30 seconds.

o |f there is a delay in uploading once the upload happens IRfills in the gaps with GSif
there are missed uploads they are not available until the collar is retrieved.

o Suggested to proceed with the majority of the collars being fridium and experimenting
with a few Global Sar collars.

o Mark Albrecht hasa study in Minnesota and uses both collars and has not had a
problem with either one uploading indicating that our issues may not necessarily be
collar related.

(7 Discussed training and recruiting volunteers — need to add more to the cadre of individuals

o Who should we recruit? Want people we can trust that will put forth the effort needed.



O AGFDare working on getting the Wildlife Soecialist 1 Position for the project

G The ACMembers present — B. Ham, B. Dolan, T. Oshant Hawkins, voted to move forward with
ordering collars and preparing for transplant.

O Trica believesthat most in the community are comfortable with the second release

1  Committee Membership — Members present and Randy Seraglio and Mike Quigley voted to
reinstate Gen Dickens on the Committee. S Avila did not vote.

1 M Harris will be attending the WARWA Conference and asked if there were any issues that
Committee would like him to explore

o None were offered
O ACmembersbelieve that our focus should be on habitat maintenance and enhancement

o Suggested that it may be necessary to take this up with the Senate Natural Resources
Committee

o It would be also good to show other sticoess and what it took to get populations
reestablished.

Action ltems:

Next Meeting(s): August 05, 2014



Santa Catalina Bighorn Sheep Reintroduction Advisory Committee Minutes
August 20, 2013

Attendees. Mike Quigley, Brian Dolan, Joe Sacco, Joe Sheehey, Trica Oshant Hawking, Marc Samer,
Raul Vega, Les Corey, J W. Harris, Brian Ham, Ben Brochu, John McGehee, Mindi Lehew, Randy
Seragglio, Martin Guerena

Guest Seaker: None

Note Taker: Kathy Nation

Location: Tucson Arizona Game and Fish Department Office
Time: 6PM-8PM

Meeting announcements: The Fima County Board of Supervisors passed the resolution supporting the
project. Kerry Baldwin with Fima County Natural Resources was instrumental in getting this passed.

SAHBA wants to meet with a representative of the committee to offer their support. Brian Dolan and
Brian Ham will meet with them.

Law Enforcement for dogs on Pusch Rdge: FS Catalina Sate Park and AGFD will meet to discuss efforts.
John McGehee isthe lead for the Department.

First Public meeting will be on Sept. 12" at Saddlebrook theatre from 6:30-8:30PM, will be short (30-
45min.) presentation with a panel discussion for Q8A afterwards. The Forest Service will hold a scoping
meeting at the same time.

An announcement will be sent out regarding the Sept. 12'" meeting. Venues and future dates were
discussed, dedided that meetings should follow the above format

Commissioner Harris stated that the Artide in the Tucson Ctizen and reprinted in the Sar contained
misleading facts explicitly there has been fatal attacks by mountain lionsin the recent past; suggested
Googling “mountain lion attacks”.

Brian Dolan will contact the Arizona Daily Sar to try to set another meeting with the editorial board.
Minutes:

Education: Tricais working on her Master’s degree and had some proposals for educational programs
that could tie in with both her studies and the reintroduction efforts.

Develop environmental education programs for elementary and middle schools using an available
hands on kit containing bighorn sheep skull, hides, hooves and other materials.



Tricais very interested in conflict resolution, environmental ethics, would like to see if it would be
possible for select teachersto attend the release.

High school level: hands on work in field doing data analysis, pilot in Tucson, University and CDO High
schools.

Brian D. suggested modeling after CATSprogram and including the North American Model of Wildlife
Conservation. Wanted to see this stressed asthe foundation for wildlife management efforts asthisis
the funding source for activities. Also stressed that there needs to be a balance.

Trica helped to develop the North American Model curriculum.

Trica wants the committee's okay before proceeding in case there was a perceived conflict of interest.
Quggestion was made to wait until enny Neeley could attend as she has expressed concerns with the
North American Model.

Trica asked for peer review from the ACon deliverables asthey are produced. Her efforts could be very
influential in a youngsters life.

Timeline:
Collars were ordered on 7/31/ 13, Once the collars are received they will have to be tested.

Survey of source population are tentatively planned for October 26-27. Region 4 isworking with the
Yuma Proving Grounds to get the needed dearances.

Al of the first 30 sheep will be captured on Nov. 16" or 17%, the collars will be fitted at the capture site.

Source population issues: Trigo water catchment went dry- 10 sheep were found dead- Will there be any
issues providing sheep?

Forest Service timeline; Scoping for helicopter use- first week in Sept.- 30 day comment period, first
week in Oct. draft EA - 30 day period, first week in Nov.-decision on EA, then 45 day objection period
puts finalization at the end of Dec. then the decision will be published.

Fund Raising: Delete “Help Support Us” from the flyer
Have a link to donation site
Who isthe target audience?

There will be a notice to the media on release. Will there be any exclusives to media to be able to be
onsite during release?

Celebration dates were discussed tentative dates are Nov. 23 and Dec. 14"

O Need to look at different venues in addition to Catalina Sate Park



Public Meeting:
It will begin with a PowerPoint presentation of 30 minutes maximum followed by a panel discussion

A slide show of the Catalina’'s sheep habitat will be on the screen and revolving prior to the Meeting and
during the panel discussion

Forest Service Information about the Soping will be provided at the end
Set up atable in the Theater for FSwhere they would accept Public Comments
Rough FowerPoint Outline:
1) Background
2) Sheep life history
a) Reproduction
i} Tieinto dogand hikingrestrictions
iy Restricted hunt
3) CQurrent Habitat assessment —very short
a}) Reasonsit is now viable
4) Major decisions
a) Sheep Capturef/release
iy Collars
(1) monitoring
(2) Research - brief
(3) Show Capture video from GVIU22
b) Mt. lion management
iy How many lionsare in Catalinas?
ii) How many will be killed for project?
i) Adaptive Management
5) Advisory Committee

a}) Mission Satement



b) Committee members
c) How it functions
i) Commission Liaison
(1) Ailot project
(2) New way to work together towards a common goal
d) Future
6) Monitoring
a) Frescape
) When would they be hunted? (Guidelines)
7} Socoping announcement

8} Panel discussion

Action ltems:

Create Banner with ACmember Logos for public info meetings— Mark Hart/ Joe Sacco
Send out an announcement for Saddlebrooke Public Meeting Sept. 12, 2013 — Mark Hart
Send out an invitation to the ACfor the public mesting — Joe Sacco

Set follow-up meeting with Oro Valiey in prep for resolution — Brian Dolan

Attend joint meeting on enforcement of BHSManagement Area Order - John McGehee
Revise Fundraising flyer — Ben Brochu

Look for Celebration venue (H Conquistador, Ventana Canyon etc.) - boe Sacco

Next Meeting(s): 9/10, 9/26

Future Agenda ltems;

Forest Service Hrescape plan timeline



Santa Catalina Bighorn Sheep Reintroduction Advisory

Committee
Meeting Date: September 2, 2014 Start Time: 8:00 PM
| ‘Meeting Place: Arizona Game and Fish Department End Time: 8:00 B'M

555 N Greasewood Road

V4. Sacco, R Vega d, Harrls M. ngley 5. Avila, R. Serraglio, T Hawk ins, B.
v, Taiz, B Brochu?
Hintde:"Glen Dickens AL Jm’ Tl PeChonch,

Tucson, AZ
Note Taker: Agenda Prepared By:
Kathy Nation J. Sacco
Attendees: ¥

. McGehee, ReRink, S. Guy, §. Helin, . Heffeifmger"f\ﬂ Guerena, Jim-Paxon,-Jdim-

Dolan, J. Sheehey B. Ham,

Guests:

Please Bring: Favorite Dish to Share

Agenda Topics ¢} Yooz 7 "")0) [1/ Person(s) Responsible
Vi, Introductions/Announcements/Mesting Dates 5 Mmutes J. SaccorAll
w2, Bighorn Sheep Status Field Report 10 Minutes B. Brochu /M. Guerena
V] 3. Bighorn Sheep Management Area Sign 15 Minutes J. Saccol). Taiz
4. Project Positions Wildlife Spec and Houndsman 20 Mi}ﬁ,u;e_s B. Brochu/J. Sacco/R. Veg;;
5. Break 10 Minutes .
6. Rules of Engagement 30 Minutes All )
7. Contingency Plans- Volunteers 20 Minutes All
8. Future Agenda ltems/Action ltems ‘ 10 Minutes J. Sacco
9. Adjourn J. Sacco
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GOVERNOR
JaNice K. BREWER

THE STATE OF ARIZONA | commissioNErs

CHAIRMAN, ROBERT E. MANKELL, WINSLOW
- KURT R. DAVIS, PHDERIX
GAME AND FISH DEPARTMENT | fo i i euscstmsr

Ji | BRKONS, YURS
BOOC W. CAREFREE HIGHWAY | Tt asars oceon

PHOENIX, AZ 85086-50C0 | prector

(607) 942-3000 « WWW.AZGFD.GOV | LARRY DVGILES
DEPUTY DIRECTOR

TY E. GRAY

Via E-mail
Qctober 29, 2014
Cyndi Tuell

P.O.Box 1212
Tucson, Arizona 85702

Re: Public Records Request

Dear Ms. Tucll:

Per your request, enclosed is information from the Department regarding the Catalina Bighorn
Sheep Reintroduction Project, Advisory Committee attendance and meeting notes from June 14,
2012, 1o September 2, 2014, In accordance with the Arizona Public Records Law, personal

identifying information has been redacted.

If you have any questions or require further assistance, please contact the Arizona Game and
Fish Department at 602-942-30G0.

Sincerely,

/
ol (3091
Chris Bagnoli

Acting Assistant Director
Field Operations Division

AN EQUAL OFFORTUNITY REASONABLE ACCOMMODATIONS AGENCY
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